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NOS: 


Young Gentlemen Students 


IN THE 


UNIVERSITY of DUBLIM, 


O 


1 


H E Reaſon of this ADDRE ss, 
in preſenting You with the 
few Leaves which contain the 
2 he following Diſcourſes, does ariſe 
dp from the Proſpect, that many 
of You will ſucceed, to the 
Sacred Office of the Miniſtry, in the eſtab. 
liſhed Church of theſe Kingdoms : And the 
Purpoſe of it, is not only to intreat Your 
Acceptance of them, with favourable Allow- 
ances for what. Defects may be found in 
their Style, or Method of Compoſition, which, 
in Performances of this Sort, are Matters of 


A leſs 


„„ —— a 
—— a 


DEDICATION. 


leſs Weight: But, as the Deſign of them is 
to. preclude all Conſiderations of any other 
Authority, in deciding upon Matters of Reli- - 
gion or Morality, but what is derived from 
the Holy Scriptures, this Application is alſo 
made, to engage your Attention, to exa- 
mine, with Care and Circumſpection, whe- 
ther the Arguments in them are fairly and 
clearly deduced from the Word of God : And . 

if, in this Reſpe&, they are approved, that + +»|- 
You would conſpire, by Your Endeavours to * 
the like Purpoſe, to recover and reſtore the ©; =Þ 
Authority due to the Word of God, by re- 
ceiving it with Reverence from the —_— 
Scriptures,” and bringing forth the Sacred 

Truth of our Holy Religion, as it is de- 


livered in them; right dividing the Word 


of Truth froin the Words of Men, and from « 7 2. 2 
all impure Mixtures of it with human Wiſ⸗ + - Þ 4 
dom or Learning, by whomfoever they are 

. 
introduced. kd hs 


0 . * LES _ 
With my fincete Wiſhes for Your Succeſs, . 


8 2 


I am, ve | 
GENTLEMEN, +, - *: 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


— 
PE: 
- 


Nov. 25, 1760. 


And unto Man be ſaid, the Fear of the Lord 
that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil is 


"7 25 ; Underſtanding. 
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e 9 7 N the firſt Part of this Chapter We 

S of have a ſublime Deſcription of the 
S Knowledge and Abilities of Men, 
in diſcovering by their Searches, 
the hidden Treatures of the Earth; 
| from whence, through their Induſ- 
4 try, and great Skill in mechanick Arts and Con- 
trrivances, they can command and bring them 
forth for their Uſe, to be applied in the various 
Ornaments and Conveniencies of civil Life: And 


to this ROO? the inſpired Author begins, in 
B ſetting 


[ 21 
ſetting forth their Skill in the Search after thoſe 
precious Metals, which are moſt eſteemed in the 
World. Surely ibere is a Vein for the Silver, and a 
Place for Gold, where they find it : Iron is taken out 
of the Earth, and Braſs is molten out of the Stone. 
And in ſeeking aſter theſe Treaſures, by digging 
deep in the Earth, and carrying Light into thoſe 
Caverns which he hath made, the Artificer /erteth 
an End to Darkneſs, and feareheth ont all Perfettion ; 
the Stznes of Darleneſs, and the Shadno of Death. In 
Proſecution of theſe Diſcoveries in the Bowels of 
the Earth, the Flood breaketh out from the Inbabitant; 
or, more literally, from and about the Stranger, 
or ſtrange Inhabitant in thoſe dark Regions; yet, 


by his Contrivances, ey are dried up, they are gone 
away from Men, who are employed there. As for 
the Earth, out of it cometh Bread, by the Labour 
of Man; aud under it is ſurned up, as it were, Fire, 


in the Tillage of it. The Stones of it are the Placg 
of Sappbires; and it hath Duſt of Gold, 

There is a Path «hich no Frwl knoweth, and which 
the Vulture's Eye hath nat ſcen; the Li's helps have 
not trodden it, nor the fierce Lion paſſed by it; fo far 
does the Skill of Man ſurpaſs the Power of all 
other Creatures of. the Earth i in Proſecution of his 
Purpoſes, that he can eaſily remove thofe Obſtacles 
out of the Way, which are unſurmountable to 
them; for he puterh forth his Hand upon the Roc; 
be overturneth the Mountains by the Roots; be citteth 
qui Rivers among ibc Rocks, and bis Eye ſeeth every 
precious Thing : He bindeth the Floods from overflowing ; 
and the Thing that is bid bringeth he forth to light. 

But, 


4 
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But, notwithſtanding his great Abilities and Suc- 
ceſs, in executing theſe Wonders, by his Know- 
ledge in Mechanick Powers and Inventions, there 
is yet ſome greater Excellency it concerns him 
to feek after, which however it is impoſſible 
for him to attain unto by his utmoſt Induſtry and 
Experience, and the moſt diligent Search he ean 
make to find it among all the Treaſures of this 
World; But where ſhall Miſdom be found? And where 
is the Place of Underſtanding ? From whence the Au- 
thor proceeds, in Terms yet more elevated and 
ſublime, to deſcribe the ineſtimable Value of it, 
Man knoweth not the Price thereof it is high above 
his Comprehenſion ; neitber is it found in the Land of 
the Living. No Man of himſelf is able to diſcover it, 
after the moſt diligent Conſideration, and Searches 
made through all the Works of Nature; the: Depth 
Jaith, it is not in me, and the Sea ſaith, it is not with 
me; it cannot be gotten for Gold, neither ſball Silver be 


weighed for the Price thereof ; it cannot be valued with 
the Gold of Ophir, with the precious Onyx or the 


Sapphire , the Gold and the Chryſtal cannot equal it; 

and the exchange of it ſhall not be for Jewels of fs 
Gold, no mention ſball be made of Coral, or of Pearls ; 
for the Price of Wiſdom is above Rubies. The Topaz of 
_ Ethiopia ſball not equal it, neither ſhall it be valued with 
pure Gold. Whence then cometh Wiſdom ? And where 
is the Place of Underſlanding ? Seeing it is bid from all 
living, and kept cloſe from the Fools of the Air. Def 
jrufticn and Death ſay, we have heard the Faine thereof 
with our Ears. They have heard, as the Lord ſpake 
by his Prophet concerning it, O Death I will be thy 
Plagues, O Grave I will be thy Defirution ; and there- 


ſore to put an End to this Enquiry after Wiſdom, 
B 2 to 


N Ir 


[4] 


to which no Creature upon Earth cou'd give an An- - 
ſwer, the Holy Spirit hath informed us, that 
Cod underſflandeth the Way Keren, and he Rnowetb 
the Place thereof, Such is the incomprehenfi- 
ble Extent of his Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
that all created Beings are under one View in his 
Sight, and were fitted by his Appointment to all 
the various Purpoſes of their Exiſtence ; For he Hof- 
eth to the Ends of the Earth, and ſeeth under the whole 
Heaven; to make a Weight for the Winds, and be 
wweigheth the Waters by Meaſure ;, toben he made a De- 
cree for the Rain, and a Way for the Lightening of the 
Thunder ; then did he ſee it and declare it; be prepared 
it yea and ſearched it cut; and unto Man he ſaid, to him 
only as capable of knowing his Maker, and of 
obeying his Will declared to him, to retain him 
in this Excellency and Dignity of his Nature, »nz 
Man, he ſaid, the Fear of the Lord that is Wiſdom, and 
to depart from Evil is Underſtanding. 
From theſe Words, and the Manner by which 
they are introduced, we are taught to apprehend, 
1. That the diſtinguiſhing Excellence and Dig- 
nity of our Nature, is to be derived from our Obſer- 
vance of what God has ſaid unto Man, , 
2. That the Deſign of his Inſtructions is to make 
us wiſe by fearing him, to depart from Evil. 
Among all thoſe Diſtempers which we have con- 
tracted by Diſobedience to the Will of God, there is 
none more common or remarkable in our Nature 
than Pride ; which is a Spiritual Diſeaſe or Malady, 
that derives it's Birth from our own Imagination of 
ſome realExcellence belonging to our Nature Which 


we are fain to ſuppoſe cannot be loſt or forfeited by 
tranſgreſſing 
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r * the Command of our Maker. Upon this 
Preſumption we are apt to conceive, that we are 
capable of acting up to the Dignity of our Nature, 

, by that innate Capacity or Underſtanding which 1 is 
proper or peculiar to us as Men. 

There is no doubt but a reaſonable Foundation 
for Pride might be diſcovered, if we were to have 
Reſpect only to the Concerns and Intereſts of this 
Life; for ſome Men do exceedingly ſurpaſs others 
in thoſe Advantages which are reckoned of higheſt 
Value among the Goods of this World ; Whether 
we conſider the Ornaments of Birth or Fortune, 
or the Accompliſhments which are acquired ty 
Diſcipline and Inſtruction in the Sciences and Arts 
of Civil Life; in theſe Reſpects there is very great 
Variety in the Conditions of Men; and therefore 
when we look upon .one another only as Men of 

This World, it is eaſy to diſcern the Cauſe and the 
Foundation of our Pride. 


But the Apoſtle has taught us, that ſuch Perſons 
who make Account of their own Worth or Perfec- 
tions, by Compariſon with what they obſerve in 
others, do not judge rightly of their own Excellen- 
cy ; But they meaſuring themſelves by themſelves,and com- 
paring themſelves amongſt themſelves are not wiſe. So 
far they are certainly wiſe enough to diſcern, how 
much they exceed many of their Brethren in Ho- 
nour or Power, or Wealth, or other temporal Ad- 
vantages, but while their Ambition carries them 
to place their Excellence and Contentment in ſuch 
Acquiſitions, they are not wiſe; that is, they have 
not that Wiſdom, by which alone we can. be con. 
ducted to our true Intereſt and Happinels. 
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By marking this Diſtinction between the Wiſdom 
of this World, and the Wiſdom which is from, 
Heaven, it becomes very plain to our Obfervation, 
what ſort of Excellency we may be capable of at- 
taining unto, by means of thoſe innate or natural 
Abilities, with which we perceive ourſelves to be 
endowed ; for by theſe it is certain, according to 
our Diligence and Induſtry, and the ſucceſsful Ap- 
plication of temporal Advantages, we may be 
raiſed very much above the Level of other Men, 
and thereby attract their Admiration of our Con- 
dition, as greatly ſuperior to their own in this 
World; But in this World, all theſe Advantages 
muft have an End, and therefore the Wiſdom of 
it, can be of very little Value, being of Service 
to us only for a very ſhort Time, while we conti- 
nue to labour through the Toils and Troubles and 
Perplexities of this Life, 

It need not be queſtioned as a Matter of any 
Doubt, whether Men, who do very remarkably 
excel others in their Sagacity and Prudence, and 
worldly Foreſight, are not often to be found in the 
Number of thofe. Perſons, who have no Regard 
at all to what God has ſaid unto Man; for ſo much 
our Saviour has told us as clearly proves the Truth 
of this Obſervation, that The Children of this World 


are in their Generation Wiſer than the Children of Light , 


And therefore it is no Wonder, that the wiſe Men 
of it, ſhould endeavour to perſnade themſelves, 
and others to believe, that by their Superiority in 


worldly Wiſdom, they are poſleffed alſo of ſome 


peculiar Excellency or Dignity of Nature which 
they {till retain, while they ſtand out in Diſobedi- 
ence 


* 
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ence to the Will of God; but as this ore of poli- 
tical Wiſdom is of no Account in the Sight of God, 
the Excellency or Dignity of our Nature is nut at 
all attained by it: there fore he has called upon us 
by his Holy Spirit, directing us to be wife accard- 
ing to his Word; Au us Man he ſaid, which is 
equivalent to the Expr eſſion (it is written) as it 
may be found in the Pialms, or in the Proverbs; 
The Fear of the Lord tbet is M iſdom, ard to depart from 
Evil is Underflanding, 

God has ſpoken unto Man, and 

2. Ihe Dehign of his Inſtrudtion i is to make us 
wiſe by fearing him, to depart from Evil. 


If we examine into the Motives of all thoſe Ac- 
tions for which we are to be deemed accountable, 
or reaſonable Creatures, we ſhall find that they 
may be properly referred to one or other of theſe 
Principles, either as proceeding from the Fear of 
God, or the Fear of Man: But by the Expreſſion of 
fearing God, or fearing Man, we mult underſtand 
a great deal more than what 1s uſually underſtood 
by Fear; for in the Senſe it is uſed in the Text and 
other places of Scripture, it ſignifies not only the 
Dread of God's Diſpleaſure ta he manifeſted in 
the Puniſhment of our Sins ; but it is to be taken 
as a very.comprehenſive Term, denoting that Re- 
verence and Reſpect which 1s due to the Name of 
God; to his Worſhip, to his Houſe, to his Mi- 
niſters, and moſt eſpecially to that Declaration of 
his Will, which he has given us in his Holy 
Word, contained in thoſe inſpired Writings of the 


Prophets and Apoſtles, which are received by ug 
B 4 under 
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under the Title of the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament. The Fear of God does yet 
farther ſignify ſuch awful Regard of his Power and 
Wiſdom, and continual Preſence with us, as be- 
ing joined with Love in Acknowledgment of his 
Mercies and undeſerved Bleſſings to us, does diſ- 
poſe our Minds, with Joy and Gratitude chearfully 
to receive and obey his Commands. So that un- 
der this View and Conſideration of the Fear of 
God, which is agreeable toits Meaning, as we find 
It in his Word, it 1s properly to be accounted the 
leading Motive or Principle in every Action of a 
Chriſtian Life, 

By the ſame Method of explaining what 1s 
meant by the Fear of Man (which Solomon faith) 
bringeth a Snare; it will be found alſo to be the 
principal Motive in accounting for all the Actions 
of wicked Men ; who are diſhoneſt, or covetous, 
for Fear of being refuſed what they may want 


from the Hands of Men, who are proud and 
haughty in their Behaviour towards others, to keep 
them at a Diſtance, for Fear of receiving Injuries 
or Inſults from them ; who are ambitious in thirſt- 
ing after worldly Power and Command, for Fear 
leſt other Men ſhould riſe above them to keep 
down their Pride: And even with reſpect to the 
Indulgence of the private Vices and Paſſions of a 
ſinful Life, the Sinner may very properly be ſaid 
to fear himſelf; for he is afraid of encountering 
with that Reluctance or Uneafineſs he muſt meet 
with, in reſiſting his evil Habits, before he can 
betake himſelf to a virtuous Courſe of Life ; and, 


therefore 
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therefore; out of Fear of the Pains he muſt un- 
dergo in reforming his Manners, againſt his own 
corrupt Inclinations, he makes the perverſe Choice 
of being obſtinate in his Courſe of living without 
the Fear of God. 

Upon due Conſideration of the Fruits of this 
Wiſdom, which is derived from the Fear of Man, 
we muſt be brought to confeſs, it is of very little 
Value, even when it is moſt ſucceſsful in anſwering 
all the Purpoſes for which it is employed ; for 
how much ſoever we may excel in our Addreſs 
and Abilities in conducting and engaging the Paſ- 
ſons of other Men, to gratify our own, their Ser- 
vices can extend no farther than to give us ſome 
ſmall Matters of Comfort, which may poſſibly va- 
niſh, long before the ſhort Day of our Life is at an 
End, and thereby leave us more unhappy and diſ- 
contented, than if we had never enjoyed their Fa- 
vours; But if fo be that our worldly Wiſdom is 

of that Perfection and Extent, as to carry on and 
ſecure to us the Enjoyment of whatever we moſt 
fancy and delight in while we live, yet, in this 
Caſe alſo, the Fear of Man bringeth a Snare in our 
Proſperity, to fix our Hearts and our Attention 
. wholly to the mean Intereſts and Concerns of this 
Life. The Fear of God is the only ſure Remedy 
to ſupply this great Defect in all worldly Wiſdom, 
which is, therefore, accounted Fooliſhneſs with 
God, becauſe it takes into Conſideration a very 
ſhort Part of our Exiſtence, and makes Proviſion 
only for a few evil Days, while it overlooks and 
neglects the great Intereſt of a glorious and bleſſed 
OE It is, in this Reſpect, to engage our 


Attention, 
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Attention, and encourge our Endeavours for at- 
taining to our Happineſs, that our merciful God 
hath called upon us; and unte Man be ſaid, the 
Fear of the Lord that is Wiſdom, and to depart from 
Evil is Underflanding. | 

When the Fear of God is become the Principle 
or leading Motive of our Actions, the Conſequence 
of it will certainly be, to depatt from Evil; that 
is, from the Evil of Sin, whereby we provoke 
God. In this Senſe alſo, - depart from Evil is Un- 
derflanding ; becauſe it is a certain Proof that we 
underſtand our true Intereſt and Happineſs, and 
how much the Value of our Inheritance in Hea- 
ven does exceed all the deſpicable Profits or Plea- 
ſures of this preſent Life: And, therefore, when 
Men neglect their everlaſting Happineſs, or per- 
ſue the Enjoyment of ſenſual Pleaſures, in Prefer- 
ence to it, they are ſaid to be without Underſtand- 
ing, and to be Fools without Knowledge: So Slo- 
mon tells us, a Fool hath no Delight in Underſtanding ; 
he does not care to look fo far before him, as to 
make that Purpoſe of Life the Subject of Conſide- 
ration, which is of the greateſt Conſequence to 
him. And, for the like Reafon, when God re- 
proached the Nation of [rae] for their Idolatry and. 
Rebellion, he ſaid of them, by Moſes, they are a 
Nation void of Counſel ; neither is there any Underfland- 
mg in them And, through his great Mercy and 
Compaſſion, He adds, O that they were wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they would confider thetr latter 
End | 
This is the great Teft or Trial of our Under- 


ſtandings, in the due Application of them to con- 
| ſider 
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fider our latter End; and the Word is miſapplied 
and abuſed to a falſe Signification, when he is ſaid 
to be a Man of Underſtanding, who is ſubtile in 
his Deſigns, confined to the mean Acts and Pur- 
poſes of this Life. Such a Man may have good 
Senſe, as that Phraſe is uſed to ſignify a Capacity 
and Readineſs to accommodate himſelf to the Paſ- 
fions of other Men; to ſmooth his Courſe through 
the Intrieacies of this World; and he may have 
the cunning Addrefs, and Sagacity of the Serpent, 
to diſcern the Ways of other Men, and to attempt 
—— in their Paths for his on Purpoſes; but he 

is vad of Underſtanding who departs from Truth, 
not conſidering his latter End. 

From thoſe Conſiderations which have been of. 
fered to engage us, to learn that Wiſdom by 
which we may attain to the true Dignity and Ex- 
cellenee of our Nature, it does concern us to ob- 
ſerve, what Hinderances may be caſt in our Way 
to miſlead or divert our Attention from it, and 
thereby betray ns into falſe Rules or Meaſures of 
Life: And, from what has been ſaid, we may col- 
lect, that our Danger does cluefly ariſe, either, 

1. From the Temptations of the World, which 
may engage us to think highly of ourſelves, ac- 
cording to the Meaſures we take of our own 
Worth or Excellency in it: Or, 

2. We may be tempted to place the Excellency 
of our Nature, in ſome of thoſe Attainments or 
Accompliſhments of human Learning, which are 
apt to excite our Admiration of the Characters or 
Behaviour of Men towards one another, in ſocial 
Intercourſe, diſcharging the Offices of civil Life. 

15 It 
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1. It is generally ſuppoſed that Men have ſome 
certain Principle of Action, which their Manner 
of reaſoning does approve, before they come to 
order their Lives or Converſation by it: But on 
due Examination it will appear, that moſt Men are 
very unſteady, as to any one fixed Principle of Life; 
but, for want of Reſolution, are carried away at Ad- 
ventures, by the evil Cuſtom or Courſe of this 
World; for, being held in Admiration of the Ho- 
nours or Power, or Profits or Pleaſures of it, they 
follow thoſe Paſſions of their corrupted Nature, 
which are ſuitable at the preſent Time, to their 
Age and Temper, and conſtitutional Habits, and 
other Circumſtances of their outward Condition ; 
and therefore when ſome unſettled Notions of 
Religion are taken into Conſideration, as having 
alſo ſome Sort of Influence to order their Lives; 
under this complicated View, it becomes difficult 
to give any other Deſcription of them, but what 
we have from St. James: He that wavereth is like a 
Wave of the Sea, driven with the Vind of Paſſion 
towards thoſe Objects which tempt his Fancy and 
Imagination for the preſent Time, and zoffed back 
after the Poſſeſſion or Enjoyment of them, unſatis- 
fied, to be driven again, by ſome other Guſt of 
Paſſion that may next ariſe; for let not that Man 
think he ſhall receive any Thing of the Lord, while 
he continues in that wavering Temper of Mind; 
ſometimes in a good Diſpoſition towards his Duty, 
and afterwards looking back to the ſinful Perſuits 
of his own corrupt Affections and taking Part 
with them, he forfeits the Divine Aſſiſtance to 
guide and make him ſtedfaſt to any good Purpoſe of 
f Life 3 
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Life; whence a double-minded Man is unflable in 
all his Ways. 
This Account will take in the Lives of a very 
1 great Part of Mankind, moſt of them contend- 
| ing eagerly for Wealth, others for Power, or Ho- 
nour, or ſome other Intereſts, which occaſionally 
determine their Purſuits, in the Variety of their 
Intercourſe with one another ; while the Motives 
of Religion are held at a Diſtance, and kept from 
interfering with their Buſineſs, which by Cuſtom 
is allowed, and acknowledged, to have the firſt 
Place of Conſideration, in the Minds of buſy 
Men for this World. 
But in the ſame Claſs of unſtable Men, we may 
very properly conſider all thoſe Perſons, who ſet 
out avowedly upon the Deſign of enjoying all the 

* Pleaſures of their Senſes, and the varions Amuſe- 
ments of their Fancy, which their Age, or their 
Taſte, or their Wealth, or 'their Rank in Life 
may bring to their View, and recommend to their 
Perſuit. 

It is certainly of no real ſervice to Truth, 
or true Religion, to take pains in exaggerating 
the Follies and Vices of our Brethren; the Taſk 
is invidious, and deſtroys that Effet which it 
pretends to aim at, in the Reformation of Man- 
kind, who are quickſighted enough to diſcover 
what Allowances are to be made, and to uſe them 
accordingly, when a vicious Character is drawn 
very far beyond the Life : But it might be hard 
to deſcribe in ſuch Terms as were ſuitable to the 
Subject, how far ſome Perſons who have been 


educated 
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educated in Principles of true Religion, have 
corrupted and debaſed themſelves ; who by hav- 
ing the ourwatd Advantages of Birch and For- 
tune, and alſo great Abilities of Mind, by a pro- 
per Application of them, would have proved 
great Ornaments in Society, and a Blefling to 
Multitudes in obſerving and following their Ex- 
amples, through a ſober and religious Courſe of 
Life: But the deplorable Effects which their Ex- 
amples have produced, according to thoſe evil 
Ways in which they were infamons, even diſtant 
Generations may have Cauſe to lament ; for the 
Young, and the Gay, and the unthinking Perſons 
of the World, are eaſily caught in Admiration of 
ſuch like Characters, whoſe dangerous and inſinuat- 
ing Impoſtures, are guilded over with Wit and Plea- 
ſantry, and high Conceits of Eaſe and Freedom, 
and Elegance, in the Enjoyment of all the Plea- 
ſures of Life; and therefore ſuch Perſons do rea- 
dily propagate their Wickednets, together with 
thoſe vain Notions, which recommend a Freedom 
of Thinking, and of Acting, beyond all Reſtraints 
which are laid upon us by our Religion, and are 
ſure to have Numbers difpoſed to aſſert the like 
Privilege, according to their Capacity of indulg- 
ing their Vices, to become eminent for Infidelity, 
and ambitious to excel in a debauched and diſſo- 
lute Courſe of Life. 

From this Source of Admiration and undiſtin- 
guiſhing Praiſe, too often given to Men who 
have engaging Qualities perverted to deteſtable 
Purpoſes, it has ariſen, that ſome Sort of Friend- 


ſhips, or Societies have been formed under differ- 
ent 
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ent Titles, expreſſing the Spirit and Temper of Per- 
fons let looſe from all ſober Reflections and Re- 
ſtraints, to range at large, and commit any Act of 
Wickedneis or Wantonneſs, which their Fancy in- 
flamed with Luſt or Drunkennefs ſhall incite them 
to undertake: And many alſo who do not chuſe to 

to the fame Exceſs of Riot, in being Devils 
by Profeſſion without Diſguiſe are yet bold enough 
to avow their Intentions of making their Pleaſures 
and Amuſements the ſole Buſineſs they reſolve to 
perſue, and are fain to boaſt themfelves, and glory 
in it as ſome peculiar Excellency of their Taſte, in 
diſperiing their Time, and their Thoughts and 
Attention, to follow the vain Shews of Drefs, and 
Play, and continual Diverſions in idle Companies, 
to become utterly impertinent, and infhgmficant, as 
to any uſeful Action, or Purpoſe of Life. 

It has been already obſerved, that this Sort of Am- 
bition may be juſtly derived from preceding Exam- 
ples of ſplendid Characters in Impiety and Irreli- 
gion, but there are not wanting ſome other Aids to 
propagate the Infection, and to ſpread it much 
farther than ſuch living Examples are able to pro- 
ceed ; And this will appear by conſidering, 

2. That we-may be tempted to place the Excel- 
lence or Dignity of our Nature in ſome Attain. 
ments or Accompliſhments of human Learning, 
which are apt to exciteour Admiration of the Cha- 
racers of one another in ſocial Intercourſe, diſ- 
charging the Offices of civil Life. 

There are no Arguments that can be fairly de- 
duced from our Religion, to preclude our Endea- 


yours to excel in thoſe Arts and Sciences of human 
Invention, 
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Invention, which contribute to the preſent Eaſe, 
and Order, -and Conveniencies of human Life ; 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, by his own Ex- 
ample and Inſtructions hath taught us, To maintain 
good Works for neceſſary Uſes ; during our Continuance 
in this mortal State; but how much ſoever we may 
excel in theſe good Works, we mult remember, 
they are only good for the preſent Time, and if 
our Views in Life are chiefly confined to ſuch Ex- 
cellency, as may be derived from an eminent or 
diſtinguiſhed Character, and Abilities in human 
Learning and Inventions, we have no Title to ex- 
pect from thence any other Reward, than what 
belongs to ſuch Perſons, who love the Praiſe of 
Men more than the Praiſe of God. 

But beſides this ambitious Deſire of falſe Admi- 
ration, which has been powerful to betray the Un- 
derſtandings of many Perſons of great Abilities for 
conducting the temporal Intereſts of their Bre- 
thren, to become inſenſible to the Obligations of 
Religion, and to grow hardy againſt Truth; there 
is another Source of dangerous Oppoſition to the 
Cauſe of true Religion, which has been long ſince 
opened, tho? perhaps not yet fo ſeriouſly examined 
and cenſured, as the Malignity of it's Iſſue has 
deſerved : For from this Source of human Learn- 
ing, miſapplied to repreſent the Follies and Vices 
of Mankind under gaudy Colourings and Allure- 
ments, to inflame the Imagination with high Con- 
ceits of ſenſual Joys, ariſing from the Indulgence of 
the Paſſions attributed to fantaſtical and fictitious 
Characters, thoſe enormous Productions of Wit, 


and Humour, — Ridicule, and Raillery have . 


ariſen, 


| CF" 
ariſen, which have taken ſuch Hold on the Na+ 
tural Depravity and Corruption of thoſe Perſons 
who are-converſant among them, as to make them 
almoſt inſenſible to any better Rules of Life, than 
what they havelearned from fuch fort of Inſtruc- 
tions. 

It is not neceſſary to the Purpoſe of cenſuring 
theſe Performances with theSeverity they deſerve,to 
labour in bringing forth the Motives which have en- 
couraged their Authors, to poiſon the Minds of their 
Brethren, wit': their peſtilent Diſcourſes; it may 
be, that moſt of them have been encouraged to 
ſend them out purely as it is ſaid to try their For- 
tune in the World, to gain ſome ſmall Matter of 
Profit by them; and others to ſeek for Praiſe and 
Admiration of their Abilities, which for ſuch ſort 
of Work is equally contemptible: But whatſoever 
the Intentions have been of theſe numberleſs Wri- . 
ters, who have ſwarmed in Variety of Titles and 
Inventions, it is ſure the Fruits of their Induſtry are 
very apparent, in the Diſſolution of Manners, and 
falſe Taſte recommended by their ſpurious Pro- 
ductions, 

It is true there may be ſcarce any of the Num- 
ber we now ſpeak of, who have made Sport of Hu- 
man Life, and of the Conſequences of our Actions 


| who are not confident enough in making Pretences 


of Regard to Virtue and Religion; and ſome cf 
them are well known to have interſperſed frequent 
Mention of the Sacred Name of God, and Religi- 
ous Arguments and Diſcouiſes together with the 
moſt deſpicable Drollery and Obſcenity ; from 


whence we might conjecture, that Inventions in 
C this 
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this Kind of dangerous impoſture being exhauſted 
to the Dregs were now expiring ; and therefore 
we might Caſk over ſuch an Inſtance of a wavering 
and unſtable, if not a profligate Spirit, without any 
Notice; were it not that very many have been 
captivated into unguarded Praiſe and Commenda- 
tion of that Wit, which does the utmoſt Diſgrace 
to the human Underſtanding in having any Taſte 
or Reliſh for it. 

All theſe Productions in which the Vices of Men 
are only ridiculed, when they are unfaſhionably, 
or unſucceſsfully conducted, may be conſidered as 
new Editions, for improving and amending the 
original Plan of indulging our ſenſual Appetites to 
the beſt Advantage, without any immediate Refe- 
rence or Reſpect to the Laws of God : And as the 
corrupt Nature of Man is ever prone to enjoy that 
Liberty, the Er ans will of courſe 
be given, to the Indulftry of Authors ding ſuch 
like Entertainments. 


To reprove ſuch Authors, and their Offspring, 
we may take the Words of Mes, zealous in be- 
half of the People of God, when he warned them 
againſt the bewitching Enticements of their idola-' 
trous Neighbours, he ſaid, Their Vine is of the Vine 
cf Sodom, and of ihe fields o Gomorah, their Grapes are 


Grapes of Gall, their Cluſters are bitter, their Wine is the 


Poiſon of Dragons, and the cruel Venom of Afps - 
their Wine, though it appears ſparkling to the 
Eye, inviting and alluring to the Taſte, yet be- 
ing reccived into the Conſtitution, it begets 
Convulſions there, and bitter Pangs of Death. 
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It has been long ſince diſcerned, to be a Leſſon 
of ſuch high Importance, to learn to know our- 
ſelves, that the Command requiring us to perſue 
this Study, was juſtly ſaid to have deſcended 
from Heaven; but the Words of this Com- 
mand, muſt be extended yet farther, to ſignify 
that the Inſtructions conveying this Knowledge, 
have come down from Heaven; from whence 
we are not only commanded, but enabled alſo 
to know ourſelves: And for this Purpoſe, we 
muſt attend to the Language of thoſe Perſons 
concerning human Nature, who have been di- 
vinely aſſiſted, to ſee into its preſent depraved 
and wretched State, who were alſo marked out 
by the Grace of God, to become Examples to 
the reſt of their Brethren, in ſtruggling and con- 
tending for the Victory over their ſinful Luſts 
and Affections, and to ſtand out in Oppoſition - 


to the Snares of the Devil, And the Courſe of 


this evil World. So that inſtead of liſtening to 
our own corrupt Hearts, or to the Suggeſtions 


of that ſpiritual Pride, with which the Enemy 


of our Souls does endeavour to inſpire us, let us 
attend to what the Patriarchs, and Prophets, and 
Apoſtles have told us, from that Knowledge they 
had of themſelves, after all the Labours they 
underwent, to correct and amend their Lives; 
and without being more particular in this Ap.. 
peal, we may take the Words of Job as expreſl. 
ing for each of them, how little they reckoned 
upon any inherent Excellency or Dignity of their 
Nature, when they compared their Actions with 
the Law of God, ſor they all ſpake as Job did, 
| C 2 con. 
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conſeſſing his own Unworthineſs, when he ſaid, 
J ablor myſelf and repent in Duſt and Aſhes. 
To exalt us ſrom this wretched State, in which 
we labour and are heavy laden, we muſt not be- 
take ourſelves to thoſe Amuſements for our Relief, 
which divert our Fancy in the Youth and Proſ- 
perity of our earthly Condition, being tempted 
thereby to forget ourſelves, and to place the pe- 
culiar Excellence and Dignity of our Nature in 
ſuch Attainments as come up with us, and are cut 
down like a Flower, nor muſt we truſt to the 
deceitful Meaſures of worldly Wiſdom, contend- 
ing to over-reach, and over-top, and ſupplant one 
another in the Craftineſs of it; but we muſt 
learn to preſs toward the Mark, for the Prize of the 
high Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus to obtain that 
glorious Prize of Victory, which will inſure to us 
for ever the higheſt Honour, and Excellence, and 
Dignity of our Nature improved and exalted to 
it's Perfection and Happineſs, for which Purpoſe, 
the Path of keavenly Wifdom :s laid open to us by 
the holy Spirit of God, and to excite our moſt 
earneſt Endeavours under his Direction to perſue 
it, he has told us, Man knoweth not the Price thererf, 
neither is it found in the Land of the Living; the Depib 
Jaith, it is not in me, and the Sea ſaith, it 5 nit with me, 
it cannot le gotten for Gold, neither fall Silver be weighed 
for the Price thereof , it cannot be walued with the 
Gold of Ophir, with the precious Onyx, or the Saphire, 
the Gold and the Chryſtal cannot equal it, and the Ex- 
change of it 1 not be for Jeuels of fine Gold ; no men- 
lian 2 be made of Coral or of Pearls, for the Price f 
| WWiſdem © 


L 21 ] 
Wiſdom is above Rubies, the Topaz of Ethiopia Call 
not equal it, neither ball it be valued with pure Gold. 
hence then cometh Wiſdom And where is the Place 
for Underſtanding ? Seeing it is hid from the Eyes of all 
Irving, and kept cloſe from the Fouls of the Air; De- 
fruftion and Death ſay, ue have heard the Fame thererf 
with our Ears. | 
God underſtandeth the May thereof, for he Iooketh 10 
the Ends of the Earth, and ſeeth under the whole Heaven, 
to make the Weight for the Winds, and he weigheth the 
Waters by Meaſure ; when be made a Decree for the Rain, 
and a Way for the Lightening of the Thunder; then did 
he ſee it and declare it, he prepared it and ſearched it out; 
And unto Man he ſaid, the Fear of the Lord that is 
Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil is Underſtanding. 
Amen. | 
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St MATTHEW v. 8. 
Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee 


God. 


dee HE general Belief and Perſuaſion 


e Ez 2 that God has created and does go- 
[ I vern the World, muſt unavoidably 


; 58 prevail on every Perſon who is 
* capable of knowing his Depen- 
dance upon him, to deſire that he ſhould be re- 
ceived into his Favour and Protection; and this 
mighty Privilege of enjoying his Favour, is ſo 
well underſtood, that every Man by ſome Means 
or other, is fain to aſſert his Claim and Title to it. 
The Way to attain this Advantage, is perſued by 
thoſe Acts which are deſigned for the Service or 
Worſhip of God: In Times paſt, when God ſuf- 
fered all Nations to walk in their own Ways, 
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although he left not himſelf without Witneſs to 
direct them to the true Object of their Worſhip, 
yet when they knew God, they glorified him not 
as God, neither were thankful to him for his 
Bleſſings, but became vain in their Imaginations, 
and their fooliſh Heart was darkened, by forſaking 
the true God, to worſhip Idols, and were there- 
fore given up to Uncleanneſs, to lead impure and 
wicked Lives, ſuch as were ſhameful and diſho- 
nourable to the Nature of Mankind : But fince 
we have been bleſſed with the Revelation made 
by the Goſpel of Chriſt, we find all Unrighteouſ- 
neſs and Ungodlineſs of Men is there condemned, 
and from thence we may derive all neceſſary 
Rules for our Inſtruction, in the Ways and Wor- 
ſhip of God. The true Object of our religious 
Worſhip, and the manner of performing it, are 


ſet forth to us in the cleareſt Manner by the im- 


mediate Authority of our Lord himſelf, who tells 
us that God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip bim, 
muſt worſhip him m Spirit and in Truth. 

Upon this Foundation, the divine Author of 
our Religion began his Preaching, by recom- 
mending {ſpiritual Virtues to the Obſervance of 
his Followers, and teaching them to underſtand, 
that the Perfection and Acceptance of their Obe- 
dience with God, did depend, on exerciſing 
themſelves in thoſe Virtues : Upon this Condition, 
the great Privileges and Benefits of the Goſpel, 
are promiſed to them, and full Aſſurance is given 
of the Mercy and Favour of God. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Virtues are pointed out to us in that 
Diſcourſe which our Saviour made to his Fol- 


lowers on the Mount, and the Multitudes which 
ſurrounded him on this Occaſion, did repreſent 


the ſucceſſive Generations of Mankind, who were 


to be enlightened by the ſacred Doctrine he then 
delivered; for which Purpoſe, his Preaching was 
in ſuch Terms, as could eaſily be underſtood by 
them, and was enforced by thoſe Conſiderations, 
that ought to have the greateſt Influence to direct 
and govern their Wills. 

To be happy or bleſſed, was the Defire of every 
Perſon who came to hedk him, and this muſt 
continue to be the Deſire of all Men, unto the 
End of the World ; and here we find Happineſs 
promiſed and aſſured in the higheſt Degree, upon 
ſuch Conditions as may be learned and practiſed 


by all Mankind. 


Happineſs, which includes the Favour of God, 
the Bleſſings of his Kingdom, the Comforts of 
his Holy Spirit, his Protection upon Earth, the 
Perfection of Holineſs, the Mercies of his Grace, 
the Diſcovery of his Goodneſs, our Adoption as 
his Children, and our Inheritance prepared for 
us in Heaven; all theſe mighty Privileges, are 
promiſed, to the poor in Spirit, to the Meek, 
and to them who hunger and thirſt after Righ- 
teouſneſs ; to the Merciful, to the pure in Heart, 
to the Peace-makers, and to them who are perſe- 
cuted for Righteouſneſs ſake : So that whatſoever 
Difficulties Men may have to contend with, in 
acquiring theſe Virtues, there is no room left for 

us 
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us to doubt they are the neceſſary Means and 
Foundation of our Happineſs. 

Such Fulneſs of Wiſdom dwelt in our heavenly 
Maſter, that he ſet forth in one View, what all 
the Wiſdom of the World had never been able 
to determine, when he deſcribes what ſort of Per- 
ſons they are who ſhall be happy, as being 1n- 
titled to the favour of God, who can beſtow all 
good Things they can wiſh to enjoy. 

Among theſe Perſons who are happy, or 
Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God. 

The Heart being the Source or Fountain of 
animal Life, does in the Language of holy Scrip- 
ture frequently ſignify the Seat of the Paſſions, 
that Part of the inward Man, which gives Birth 
to thoſe Inclinations which tempt us to lie after 
the Fleſb, to perſue and embrace the Pleaſures of 
Senſe ; under this View our Saviour conſidered it 
when be faid, out rf the Heart proceed evil Thoughts, 
Murders, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, falſe Wit- 


meſſes, Blaſphemies, theſe are the Things which defile a 


Man; whatſoever wicked or ſinful Practice we 
arc guilty of, the Root of it is to be found in an 
ur.cican, cr evil Heart. | 

The Heart is allo ſpoken of in Scripture, as 
the Seat of thoſe good Diſpoſitions, which diſ- 
cover themſelves in the Actions of a holy and 
virtuous Lite : So our Saviour allo tells us, that 
A good Man out of the good Treaſure of his Heart, bring- 
cih forth that which is good. 

The ſame Obſervation is recommended to our 
Notice, by his Compariſon of a good Man to a. 
goed Tree, which bringeth forth good Fruit, in 

like 
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like manner as a corrupt Tree bringeth forth 
evil Fruit, by which we are taught, that the 
Quality of our Heart whether pure or corrupt, 
will have a ſuitable Effect on our outward Beha- 
viour, and that our inward Character may be 
diſcerned from thence, as a Tree is known by 
it's Fruits. 

We muſt not therefore ſuppoſe, that our Sins 
may be imputed to accidental Circumſtances, 
or Temptations that have fallen in our Way, or 
that our Situation in Life was ſuch, as we could 
not avoid the particular Tranſgreſſions againſt the 
Laws of God, which we have been guilty of ; ſuch 
Excuſes are falſe, and the true Account is, hat 
every Man is tempted, when be is drawn away of bis 
own lift arid enticed ; the Temptations we meet with 
from without, gain their Admiſſion by the cor- 
reſponding Corruption of our Hearts; or rather it 
is the Wickedneſs of our own Hearts that raiſeth 
up Temptations to entice us from our Duty. 

The ſame Truth we have confirmed to us by 
many other Declarations of holy Scripture, thus we 
find when God was provoked to deſtroy the Inhabi- 
tants of the World by a Flood, becauſe he ſaw that 
the Wickedneſs of Man was great in the Earth; this 
univerſal Corruption and Depravity of Man, is 
ſet forth in this Expreſſion, that every Imagination 
of the Thoughts of his Heart, was only Evil continu- | 
ally. 

The Prophet Jeremiah 8 alſo, that bz 
Heart 1s deceitful above all Things, and deſperately wick- 
ed, who can know it ? And Salomon adviſes to keep thz 

Heart 
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Heart with all Diligence, fer out of it are the Iſſues 
of Life. 

All ſuch Declarations in the Word of God, are 
deſigned to make it appear plain to us, that the 
Quality of the Heart, is what conſtitutes the real 
Difference between a good and a wicked Man, 
and of Courſe to direct us how our Care is to 
h be employed, when we mean to reform our 
Lives. 

This Obſervation muſt lead us to enquire, 
what it is that corrupts or renders the Heart 
Impure. 

If we ſearch diligently into ourſelves, we ſhall 
diſcover, that this Corruption is owing to 
the Love, Eſteem and Admiration of the World, 
and of the Things that are in the World; 
from whence an earneſt Deſire does ariſe after 

the Profits or Pleaſures or Honours of this 

Life, and of Courſe we ſhall find every wicked 


Man perſuing ſome one or other, or all of thoſe 
Allurements. 


There is a Time in which we cannot conceive 
otherwiſe of ſuch things as gratify our Senſes, 
than that they are abſolutely good, and deſireable 
and every way fit to make us eaſy and happy; 
our Minds are then wholly employed about them, 
as being incapable of conſidering any diſtant or 
remote Conſequences of our Actions; ſuch was 
our Condition in Child-hood, that we could look 

no farther for our Happineſs than to what fatisfied 
our Appetites, and did find no Uneaſineſs in giv- 
ing ourſelves up to be led by them, and it wag 
at this Time that our Love and Admiration of 


outward 
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outward ſenſible Objects laid hold upon our 
Hearts. 


There is alſo another Time of Life, in which 
the Mind begins to reflect upon our Actions, with 


regard to ſome more perfect Rule, than what our 


natural Appetites lead us to obſerve; and that 
Rule, which neceſſarily requires our firſt and 
principal Attention, is ſuch as we are informed, 
or do believe, to be agreeable to the Will of God: 
If on comparing our Actions with this Rule we 
find they agree with it, we enjoy a quiet State of 
Mind, we approve what we have done, and are 
full of good Hopes concerning our preſent and 
future Happineſs; if on the contrary, we are con- 
ſcious that to gratify our Paſſions, we have for- 


ſaken what we believe to be the Will of God, 


and in Oppoſition to it have lived as our Luſts, 
and unreaſonable Deſires have led us, we neceſſa- 


rily become ſubject to Diſorder in our Minds, 


they grow uneaſy and painful, and with the Know- 
ledge of our Guilt, diſmal Fears and Forebodings of 
future Miſery do ariſe, which can only be remov- 
ed by ſome Hope or Aſſurance that we ſhall be 
reſtored again to the Favour of God. 

This Uneaſineſs which we feel in acting contra. 
ry. to what our Mind or Reaſon approves as con- 


formable to the Will of God, is a continual Check 


or Reſtraint to call us off from the Perſuit of ſinful 
Deſigns, ſuch as our Paſſions propoſe to our Choice; 
and this effect it would always have, if it were 
not for that Love and Regard for ſenſual Gratifica- 
tions that has taken Root and grown up 1n our 
Hearts; from whence it becomes uſual to ballance 

the 
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the preſent Satisfaction afforded by Indulgence of 
Appetite, againſt the clear Determinations of Rea- 
ſon to the contrary, and accordingly as St. Paul has 
deſcribed this State, then we ſee another Law in 
our Members warring againſt the Law of our Mind, 
end bringing us into Captivity to the Law of Sin 
which is in our Members, in this wretched Condi- 
tion every Man muſt continue whoſe Heart is poſ- 
ſeſſed with that Love or Admiration of outward 
worldly Adventages or Pleaſures, which carries 
him to believe they ate neceſſary to his Happineſs, 
tho' they muſt be acquired by neglecting or dif- 
obeying the Law of his Mind. 

This dangerous Error will account for all the 
particular Tranſgreſſions of our Duty, and inſtead 
of imputing our Sins to accidental Cauſes, or Cir- 


cumſtances of Temptation, they ſhould be deriv- 


ed from this fixed and ſettled Cauſe in our own 
Breaſts, which is the Corruption of our Hearts 
ariſing from this Love, and undue Regard for out- 
ward earthly Things. 

To this Fountain of our Iniquity we are referred, 
both by the Word of God atid our own Experience, 
and to cleanſe and keep it pure, ſhould be the con- 
ſtant Purpoſe and Endeavour of our Lives : How 
this may be done deſerves now to be conſidered. 

The Vanity and Diſappointments we meet with 
in all worldly Enjoyments, may very reaſonably 
be urged to abate and cool our Paſſions in the Per- 
ſuit of them: Our own Experience, fo far as it 
can extend, agrecs to confirm what we are aſſured 
of by the wiſeſt Men; — That if we give ourſelves 
up to enjoy Pleaſure, to walk in the Ways of our 

Hearts, 


Hearts, and in the Sight of our Eyes, we ſhall be 


ſure, after all, to find Vanity and Vexation of Spirit : 


Our Confeſſion, upon looking back, will certainly 


be, that ſenſual Delights did not anſwer our Ex- 


pectations; they were found to be vain and empty; 
and our Spirit, or Mind, will be diſquieted, and 
cannot be ſatisfied with ſuch Entertainments. 

But this Argument, taken from Experience of 
the Emptinefs of all worldly Enjoyments, being 
urged to hinder us from the unlawful Perſuit of 
them, is defective, and will not anſwer the Pur- 
poſe for which it 1s alledged ; becauſe it does not 
abſolutely conclude, that what we ſeek for is not to 
be found in them; but only, that hitherto we have 
not met with it. This Defect leaves a Way open 
to our Paſſions to ſolicit us continually for new 
Triats; and every Temptation comes recom- 
mended by ſome peculiar Circumſtance to procure 


a Compliance: Therefore ſome other Means are 


neceſſary, to diſengage and to diſpoſſeſs our Hearts 
from the corrupt Deſire and Love of the Pleaſures 


of Senſe; and theſe muſt be derived from the 


Word of God. 

St. Peter, arguing in Behalf of the Gentile Con- 
verts to Chriſtianity, that they ſhould be excuſed 
from obſerving the Law of Moſes, ſpeaks for them 
to this Purpoſe; that God, who knoweth the 


Hearts, bare them Witneſs of his Acceptance, by 
giving them the Holy Ghoſt, even as he did unto 
the believing Jews, and put no Difference between 
them and the Gentiles ; purifying their Hearts by 
Faith. Here we find Faith is pointed cut, as the 
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Means or Inſtrument made uſe of for purifying 
the Heart. 

The Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, has 
told us, that Faith is the Subſtance of Things hoped 
for; the Evidence of Things not ſeen : And menti- 
ons, as the Firſt Effect of it upon our Minds, that 
through Faith we underſtand, that the Worlds were 
framed by the Word of God; ſo that Things which 
are ſeen, were not made of Things which do appear : 
Or, as it is expreſſed in the Words of Mzſes, 
through Faith we underſtand that in the Beginning, 
God created the Heavens and the Earth. 

There is not any Truth more readily embraced, 
when propoſed to the human Mind, than that this 
World, containing all Things which are the Ob- 
jects of our Senſes, was created by God, the All- 
wiſe, Eternal, and Almighty Beifig : And if this 
Truth were carried along with us, in all our Rea- 
ſonings and Deliberations concerning theſe Things, 
it would prevent our Miſtakes in the Uſe and Ap- 
plication of them; for if we ſincerely believe that 
God made all Things which our Senſes diſcover 
to us, we muſt acknowledge they can have no 
Power in or of themſelves: As they ſubſiſt merely 
by the Will of God, whatever Properties they 
have, to contribute to the Eaſe or Pleaſure, or 
Support of our Bodies; that is, all the Goodneſs 
we can find in them, muſt alſo be acknowledged 
as an Effect of the Will and Appointment of their 
Creator. But when we ule or enjoy theſe 'Things, 
contrary to our Duty, or to that Knowledge we 
have of the Will of God, we ſuppoſe, in Fact, 
that they have ſome Good in themſelves, which 

e we 


11 
we may enjoy independently, or in a Oppoſition to 
the Will of God: 

In this falfe Suppoſition, moſt | injurious to the 
Honour of God, the Guilt of the firſt Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of Man did confift ; and when we taſte of 
any finful Pleaſare, it is of the Fruit of the ſame 
corrupt Tree: All the ſubſequent Acts of Sin 
are taken off the Branches ſprung from that ori- 
ginal Root of Corruption. 

While this ſtrong Delufion poſſeſſes the Heart, 
that what is good for us among the Creatures, may 
be found and enjoyed, without having Regard to 
the Will of God; it will certainly follow, that 
wicked Men will love the Creature, and forſake 
God ; whereas, if we do believe as we ought to 
do, that all theſe earthly good Things, which 
ſerve for our Uſe, are given by him as Expreſſions 
of his Goodneſs to us, we ſhall remove our Love 
ſrom them to him, and we ſhall aſcribe all Power 
to God, to whom it belongs, which is the firſt and 
moſt proper Act of Faith; and fo our Faith will 
diſpoſſeſs our Hearts of the ſinful and corrupt Love 
and Admiration of the World, and of the Things 
that are in it; that is, it will cleanſe and purify 
our Hearts. 

What Reward we may expect from this Virtue 
olf Purity, comes next to be conſidered. The pure 
in Heart are Bleſſed, for they ſpall ſee God: 

It appears, from what has been ſaid, that ſuch 
Perſons are free from all thoſe evil Paſſions, which, 
proceeding from the Heart, do occaſion Murders, 
Adulteries, Fornications, Envyings, and ſuch like 
Diſorders, as make the Lives of Men wretched 


D and 


—— — 


ö 
| 
: : 
J 


1% 


o — 


- a — — — 
—_ — | * 


—— — — — — — 
* _ — - * 


L734. 1 


and miſerable. By purifying their Hearts, they 
come to have a Temper and Dilpoſition leading 
them to Happineſs; and are, therefore, approved 
and accepted into the Favour of God : They are 
ſaid, in Scripture, to walk with God, to be ſenſible of 
bis Preſence, as of a Friend they are daily converſung 
with : His Goodneſs does appear to them in all the 
various Ways and Works of his Providence; and 
in every Circumſtance of Life they can diſcern his 
kind and merciful Hand. | 

The Men of impure and corrupt Hearts, blind- 
ed by their Love of deceitful Pleaſures, are not 
able to diſcern the Ways and the Works of God. 
The wicked Man, or, as the Pſalmiſt calls him, 
the Fol, although he may confeſs the Truth 


with his Mouth, yet, in his Heart, from whence 


the Motives of his Actions do proceed, he has ſaid 
there is n G + He does not fee, and will not ac- 
knowledge his Hand in the Government of the 
World: He propoſes to derive his Succeſs in it 
from his own Counſels, which lead him into thoſe 
Ways and Works of Darkneſs and of Error, that 
deprave his Judgment and Underſtanding; fo 
that God is not to be found in all his Thoughts; 
and, therefore, as God is loving and merciful un- 
to ſuch as are pure in Heart ; and. manifeſts him- 
ſelf unto them, for he knoweth the Way of the Right- 
exus : So, likewiſe, it does follow, that the Work- 
ers of Iniquity walk in the Vanity of their Mind; bav- 
ing the Underſtanding darkened, being alienated from 
the Lie of God, through the Irnorance that is in them, 
Becariſe of the Blizdneſs of their Heart; on which Ac- 

count, the Fay of the Ungodly fball periſb. ö 
But 
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But the glorious Privilege of the pure in Heart, 
that ey ſpall ſee Cad, muſt principally refer to that 
Time, when the final Difference will be made, 
between the Righteous and the Wicked; of which 
Time, St. Jobn ſaith, it doth not yet appear what we 
ſhall be; but we know when he ſhall appear, ue ſhall 
be like him; for we ſhall fee him as he is, and every 
Man who hath this Hope in bim, purifieth bimſelf even 
as he is pure. | 

In what this Likeneſs to God ſhall conſiſt, we 
cannot learn more particularly than from St. Paul, 
ſpeaking of the Reſurrection of the Dead; the firſt 
Man ts cf the Earth, earthy, the ſecond Man is the Lord 
from Heaven As is the earthy, ſuch are they alſo who 
are earthy , and as is tbe heavenly, ſuch are they alſ9 
who are heavenly ;, and as we have borne the Image of 
the earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the heavenly. 
And this Image or Likeneſs, St. John informs us, 
ſhall be derived to us upon the Viſion or Sigbt of 
God: we ſball be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is- 
That is, our Bodies ſhall then be made like to the 
Spiritual Body of Chriſt; for we ſhall ſee him as he 
is, in his glorified State. 

Here all our Enquiries muſt end, concerning 
the Bleſſedneſs of the Pure in Heart. What Glo- 
ry, and Joys and Happineſs, they ſhall partake of, 
doth not yet appear in this preſent State, in which 
we ſee through a Glaſs darkly. But how great ſoever 
our Faith may repreſent them to us, we are ſure 
they will exceed all we are now able to conceive. 

Having ſhewn what Perſons are to be accounted 
the pure in Heart, that they are ſuch as by Faith 

+ was have 


36 ] 


have diſpoſſeſſed their Hearts of the corrupt Love 
and Admiration of this World, and the Things 
that are in it; and are, therefore, governed by 
the Love of God, which lays a ſure Foundation 
both for their preſent and future Happineſs. It 
now remains, to make ſome uſeſul Application of 
what has been ſaid. 

1. As our Saviour Chrift hath revealed to us the 
Terms for obtaining the Favour of God, and of 
finding Acceptance with him, to make us for ever 
happy or blefled, we muſt beware of truſting to any 
other Conditions for this End, than to ſuch as are 
declared and enjoined by his Goſpel. 

The deceitful Heart of Man is not more ready 
to ſuggeſt Motives to entice us from our Duty, and 
betray us into the Diſeaſe and Miſery. of a ſinſul 
State, than it is ſolicitous to find out ſome Reme- 
dies that may give Relief to our Minds, with a 
Proſpect of recovering the Favour of God. 

But while the Love of the World, or of ſenſual 
Pleaſures is rooted in the Heart, before it is purifi- 
ed by Faith, theſe Remedies muſt be always con- 
ſiſtent with that Principle from whence our Iniquity 
has proceeded; and ſo of courſe it follows, that we 
ſhall only diſallow the outward Act of Tranſgreſſi- 
on, ſtill retaining that ſecret Cauſe, from whence 
our Diſobedience to the Will of God has proceed- 
ed; thus much was ſignified by Sacrifices in the 
Heathen World, and the Uſe of them was de- 
ſigned, as a Conſeſſion to the Juſtice of that Sen- 
tence, which paſſed on the firſt Offenders againſt 
the Law of God. 


The 


3 

The ſame Intention of diſavowing the outward 
Act of Sin, has given riſe to thoſe Corruptions of 
the Purity of the Goſpel, by which Men have been 
taught to place their Hopes of Admittion to the Di- 
vine Favour upon thoſe Performances, which are 
nothing more than bodily Exerciſe ; or at moſt, go 
no farther than ſuch Mortificatiors, i as have no ß 
cacy in cleanſing the inward Fountain of their 
Wickednels. 

The ſame Error, of attending only to the out- 
ward Act of Sin, and condertming it in Practice, 
will proceed yet farther, and corrupt the Purity of 
the Goſpel Morality ; teaching Men to believe 
themſelves capable of meriting the Divine Accep- 

tance, and of acting up (as it is ſaid) to the Digni- | 
ty of their Nature, by the Performance of ſuch 
moral or ſocial Duties, as they conclude to be moſt 
{ſerviceable to the Intereſt and Happineſs of Man- 
kind, 

That Men are deſigned for Society, and obliged 
to promote the Welfare of each other, is always 
{ſuppoſed and required by the Goipel ; and ſuch 
Offices as contribute to the mutual Eaſe and Com-- 
fort of our Lives in this World, are recommend- 
ed in it as good Works, which are uſeful and be- 
neficial unto Men: But we mit not from hence 
imagine, that our Endeavours in this Way are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to carry on the Purpoſes of Divine 
Providence, in diſtributing his Bleſſings to Man- 
kind; and that the Happineſs of our Neighbour 
ſhould depend upon our Help and Aſſiſtance; the 
Goſpel will teach us to acknowledge, that God can 
bring all his Counſels to paſs, without our Concur- 

D 3 rence, 
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rence, and that his Goodneſs towards any of his 
Creatures cannot be limited, by our want of Good- 
will to conſpire with it; therefore to make our 
Service in doing Good acceptable to him, it muſt 
come recommended by our Faith, which brings us 
to obſerve, what St. Paul enforces by his Com- 
mand to Titus, This is a faithful Saying, and theſe 
Things Iwill that thou affirm conſtantly, that they which 
havz believed in God, might he careful ty maintain good 
Forks, Our Faith, if it is ſincere, muſt ſhew it- 
ſelf by our being careful to do good Works, 
which are profitable unto Men ; and the ſame Dil- 
poſition of Mind which prepares us to be happy, 
will engage us to contribute what we can to the 
Happineſs of others: But without this inward Per- 
fection of Holineſs and Purity which gives Birth to 
the unfeigned Love of God and of Man; what- 
ever Good we have done for Mankind, their Praiſe 
will be all our Reward ; whatever moral or ſocial 
Virtues we have learned to exerciſe, we ſhall de- 
ſerve only the Favour or good Word of Men; If 
we give all our Goods to the Poor; if we have 
univerſal good Will or Benevolence, even this pro- 
fiteth nothing as to our real Happineſs, unleſs it be 
one and the ſame with that Virtue of Charity, 
whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, who cannot diſcern 
the inward Purpoſes of Action: but of God who 
ſeeth the ſecret Workings of the Mind. 


2. As it has been oblerved, that our Hearts are 


purified by Faith, we mult apply ourlelves to thoſe 
Means which are neceſlary to inform our Under- 


ſtandings with this Principle of Life. 
All 


1991 


All the Wiſdom of Man conſidered as diſtinct 
from Divine Revelation, cannot give Birth to this 


Principle; becauſe all human Knowledge mult ariſe 
by Concluſions from our Experience in converting 


with Objects of Senſe; and our Knowledge muſt 


be ſo much the more perfect in Proportion to our 
Experience, or the Number of Trials we have 


made in diſcovering the Properties of thoſe Ob- 


jects we converſe with; but as theſe Trials may be 
endleſs, our Knowledge of courſe can never be 
perfect; and as we have already obſerved, after 
all the Diſappointments we have met with, we 
may {ſtill ſuppoſe our Happineſs is to be found, 
among the Objects of Senſe, altho' we have not 
yet met with it: But our Faith preſents us with 
the Concluſion in one View, which all our own 


Searches can never bring us to acknowledge : It 


gains that Conviction of Mind, in aſcribing all 
Power unto God, which ſuperſedes all Experiments, 
and deſtroys that Suppoſition of Goodneſs or Ex- 
cellence in the Creatures independent of the Will 
of God, which is the Root and Foundation of all 
our Diſappointments; and thereſore this Principle 
which ſets aſide all our Wiſdom and Experience, as 
inſufficient for conducting us to Happineſs, is not 
to. be derived from our own Underſtandings : But 
as thoſe Things which defile a Man come from 
within, out of the Heart, that which purifies the 
Heart muſt come from without, that is, it mult 
deſcend from above ; and this Obſervation agrees 
with St. Paul, who tells us, That Faith cometh by 
Hearing; it is not of the Growth of our own Minds 
arguing about the Relations of Things ; it is not 
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from any internal Light of Nature or moral Senſe; 
but it is by hearing ſomewhat to inſorm our Un- 
derſtandings, not of the Arguments or Reaſonings 
of Philoſophers, but this Hearing cometh by the Mord 
of G:d : Therefore as we regard our preſent and 
future Happineſs, we muſt give awful and diligent 
Attention, to the reading and hearing of the Holy 
Scriptures, as neceſſary to beget Faith in us, that 
Prin-iple of Life, which will cleanſe and purity 
the = 
3. It appears from whit has been ſaid, that 
when ouc Hearts are purified by Faith, we come 
to underſtand the true Value of all theſe temporal 
Things, to the Uſe of which we are confined in 
this mortal State ; we are not debarred from en- 
Joying what is good for us among them, while we 
comply with the Rules of our Duty; but the per- 
fect Diſcovery of the Will of God, which we are 


bleſſed with in the Goſpel, teacheth us to _ a 


Separation between the Good and the Evil; 
convince us of that Miſery and Ke 
we muſt meet with, if we place our Hopes of Hap- 
pineſs among the periſhing Comforts of this World. 
To conclude, If we are content to labour for 
that Meat which periſheth, and are willing to un- 
dergo many Hardſhips, to be a little better fed or 
cloathed, or raiſed ſome ſmall Degree higher than 
the ordinary Race of Men, have we no Ambition 
to look forward to that Time, and to conſider 
what Appearance we ſhall make in that general 
Aſſembly which ſhall ſtand before the Judgment- 
ſeat of God? When the great and final, and eter- 
nal Diſtinction ſhall he made, between the Righ- 


teous 
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teous and the Wicked. Have we no Concern about 
our Condition in that Day, when everlaſting Rewards 
ſhall be diſtributed to thoſe who have overcome ? 
Has it no Power to engage our Affections, and en- 
courage our Endeavours, when we conſider, that 
theſe light Afflictions we ſubmit to, in ſtriving for 
the Maſtery, to ſubdue our corrupt and criminal 
Deſires, will then be recompenſed with endleſs 
Peace? That our Names ſhall be written in the 
Book of Life ; that we ſhall be acknowledged by 
our Saviour Chriſt, as his Servants, before his Fa- 
ther and the holy Angels; that we ſhall be admit- 
ted into the Company and Fellowſhip of the Saints 
of God, and Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; to 
be clothed in white Raiment, with everlaſting Joy 
upon our Heads; to be crowned with Glory and Ho- 
nour, in being bleſſed as the pure in Heart, for bey 
ſhall ſee Gad. | 
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MATT HEW zvilt. 7. 


Wo unio the World becauſe of Offences, ſer it 
muſt needs be that Offences come, but Wo to 
that Man by whom the Offence cometh. 


2 HES E. Words of our 

N bleſſed Saviour were _ The Fit 
. Sermon on 
introduced upon Oc- this Subject. 

caſion of a Queſtion 

which had ariſen among his Dif. 

ciples, who, in Conſequence of 

what he had inſormed them concerning his King- 

dom, had diſputed among themſelves, who tis 

greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven ? 

They had not yet fo throughly apprehended 

the Deſign of that Kingdom which our Lord 

came to eſtabliſh upon Earth, as to conſider it in 

any 
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any other Way ſuperior to the Kingdoms of this 
World, but with reſpect to the Greatneſs of its 
Power and Extent, over-ruling and bearing down 
all Oppoſition that could be made againſt it; and 
then looking upon themſelves as the chief Inſtru- 
ments and Favourite s of their Maſter in accom- 
pliſhing his Detigas for ſubduing the World, it 
came in their Way to reaſon upon this Matter, 
who among them ſhould be greateſt ia this King- 
dom of Heaven? | 

In Anſwer to this Queſtion, and to reprehend 
their falſe Conceits ariſing from the Hopes of ob- 


taining wor:dly Power and Advantages by being 


admitted into his Kingdom ; Jeſus called a little 
Child unto him, and ſet him in the Midſt of them, 
and ſaid unte them, except ye be converted and be- 


come es little Children, ye ſhall not enter into the 


Kingdom of Heaven. 

This Reproof was de ſigned to ſhew them, that 
they had gone very far aſtray in their Reaſonings 
concerning his Kingdom, which was ſo very 
much unlike the Kingdoms of the Earth, that no 
Perſon would be acknowledged as a Subject of it, 
who had any of thoſe Qualities, which have uſu- 
ally recommended Servants and Subjects to the 
Notice and Favour of the Princes of this World ; 
for the Servants of Chriſt muſt not be proud, or 
ambitious or revengeful, not crafty and deſigning 
in their Schemes for the Riches or Honours of this 
World, not watchful to circumvent and over-reach 
one another in their Deſigns to be the greatelt ; 
but the Endowmeats of their Minds muſt be of 
another Sort; for it is of their Character, to be 
con- 
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contented with their Condition, eaſy and reſigned 
to their preſent Circumſtances, meek and hum- 
ble and patient, with Simplicity and Openneſs, and 
Freedom of Manners, like little Children without 
Diſſimulation and without Hypocriſy :. Therefore 
the Diſciples of our Lord by contending who 
ſhould be greateſt among them, to bear Rule over 
the reſt, did then quite miſtake the Nature of his 
Kingdom ; for which Reaſon he told them, they 
muſt he converted, or go back again from being 
Men of this World, to learn the Diſpoſitions of 
a little Child; without ſuch Qualification, they. 
would be ſo far from being great in his Kingdom, 
they ſhould not at all enter into it. 

But to lay the greateſt Streſs upon the Acquire- 
ment of that Virtue of Humility, which was moſt 
oppoſite to the Diſpute that had been among them, 
he proceeds in recommending it more eſpecially 
to their Notice, when he ſaid, wwh9ſoever:-ſhall hum- 
ble himſelf as this little Child, the ſame is great- 
eft in the Kingdom of Heaven ; where the Expreſ- 
ſion is remarkable in ſetting forth the Excellency 
of an humble Spirit! in the Diſciple of Chriſt; not. 
that he who has it ſhall be the greateſt in the King- 
dom of Heaven, but he is already admitted and 
poſſeſſed of the higheſt Privileges of this Kingdom 
while it continues upon Earth. 

To ſhew how much ſuch Perſons are eſteemed 
in the Sight of God, our Lord declares yet far- 
ther in their Favour, that whatever Benefit is done 
for them in advancing their Spiritual Welfare, he 
will acknowledge it as done for himſelf, for fo much 
his Words import, whoſo {hall receive one fuch lit 

tle 
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tle Child in my Name receiveth me; as on the contra- 
ry, that whoſoever ſhall pervert or lead aſtray 
from the Truth, and Faith in his Name, one of 
theſe humble and meet and undeſigning Perſons 
of the World, who are converted to be his Diſci- 
Pies, it were better for him who gives this Offence, 
that he were urecoverably loſt as to this World, 

for ſo it is expreſſed that whoſo ſhall offend one of 
theſe little ones which belizve in me, it were 
better for him that a Mlilſtone were hanged about 
his Neck, and thot le were drowned in depth of the 
Sea: To this our Lord immediately ſubjoined the 


Words of the Text, WW unto the World becauſe of 


Cfiences, for it muſi needs be that Offences come, but 
Wo to thut Man by «:hom the Offence cometh. 

It appears from the Connection of the Text, 
with what our Saviour had ſaid before, which we 
have now obſerved, and by comparing alſo the 
various Paſſages of Scripture, that have Relation 
to what is expreſſed in theſe remarkable Words, 
that by Offences are meant whatſoever Words, 
Diſcourſes, or Actions, we may be guilty of, with 
a View or Tendency to pervert or ſeduce the Mind 
of any of our Brethren, from due Reverence, Re- 
gard or Attention, to the Word of divine Truth. 

By conſidering the Text in this Light, it will 
follow, that we ſhould obſerve from it. 

That ſome very great Evils of general In- 
| fluence and Extent, were to come upon the 
World, from Offences, or Scandals ariſing in it; 
which is clearly ſignified by our Lord's Decla- 
ration of Mo unto the World bec _ of Offences. 


2. That 


7 ] 

2. That ſuch Offences will certainly come, ac- 
cording to the Order of divine Counſel, for the 
Salvation of the World, it muft needs be that Offences 
came. 

3. That he who gives Offence to deceive, 
or betray his Brethren into Error, and thereby 
begets in them a Contempt or Diſregard of the 
Truth, is liable in a high Degree, to the Wrath 
and Judgment of God. Wo unto that Man by whom 
the Offence cometh. 

1. That ſome very great Evils of general In- 
fluence and Extent, were to come upon the World, 


from Offences or Scandals ariſing in it. 


There can be no Doubt, but that the Wo 
tareatened and denounced upon the World becauſe 
of Offences, did ariſe from hence, that our Lord 
foreſaw the Minds of Men would be depraved 
and ſeduced from the Belief of divine Truth, 


that is from believing in his Name, unto a Belief 


in Lies, or of ſuch Doctrines as would lead Men 


to reject the Authority of his Religion, and be- 


take themſelves to other Names, and to other 
Authorities, to guide and determine them in the 
Courſe of their Lives. We are led to underſtand 
his Words to this Purpoſe, very clearly ; by the 
Connection already obſerved, for after expreſſing 
by a Sign of the Puniſhment how great his Guilt 
would be, who ſhould offend one of theſe little 
Ones who believe in his Name, he proceeds im- 
mediately to foretel, how great the Miſery of the 
World would be from Offences or Scandals ariſing 
init. So that as the Injury here ſpoken of as 
done to offend one of theſe little Ones, is with 

reſpect 
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reſpect to their believing in his Name, we muſt 
conclude, that the evil Influence of thoſe Offences 
which our Lord ſaid would ariſe. in the Worlds 
is of the ſame kind alſo, to occaſion very great, 
or general Apoftacies, Revolts, or Defections from 
the Faith, or Belief in the Name of Chriſt. 

There is no Perſon fo inconſiderable by his 
Station in Life, who may not by: his Actions or 
Diſcourſes, give Occaſion to ſome ob his Brethren, 
to conceive a Prejudice or ill Impreſſion concern- 
ing their Duty, and is thereby capable of betray- 
ing or diverting their Minds from the Truth or 
Faith in Chriſt, ſo that any Sin we commit, 
which falls under the Obſervation of thoſe we 
converſe with, as it is a Proof to them of our In- 
fidelity, it becomes an Argument alſo to ſolicit 
them to Infidelity by our evil Example. From 
whence it follows, that it would be endleſs to 
reckon up in how many Ways we may be guilty 
of offending. our Brethren, becaule every ſinful 
Act we do before Men, may in ſome Degree or 
other contribute, to miſſead, or prejudice their 
Minds againſt the Truth. 

By this Conſideration. it appears, how we may 
become Partakers in other Men's Sins, though 
at the Time they are committed, we have no 
direct Intercourſe or Communication with them; 
ſor if any Thing we have ſaid or done. wickedly, 
hath contributed to unſettle the Mind of any of 
our Brethren, and to pervert it from due 2 | 


tion and Regard to divine Truth, to receive evil 


Opinions, and to act accordingly, we are guilty 
of * 


2 
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of propagating Infidelity, and will be fo account- 
ed in the Sight of God, whoſe Eye can trace the 


i ſecret Ways and Purpoſes of our Hearts. 


So that when we come to make Confeſſion of 
our Sins before God, and to forſake them by Re- 
pentance, it will concern us to take into the Ac- 
count, the Tranſgreſſions we have been guilty of, 


by which we have offended our Brethren, as hav- 
ing either by our Words or Actions, contributed 
to diminiſh, or deſtroy the Authority of God's 
Word upon their Minds, and thereby leave them 


naked and expoſed to the Snares of the Devil: 
And upon the ſame Account it will behove us 
alſo to be careful for the future, that our Behavi- 
our may be blameleſs in the Sight of all Men; 
which is as the Apoſtle has exhorted, that we 
ſhould ab/tain from all Appearance of Evil. 

We have juſt now obſerved, that it would be 
endleſs to remark in how many Ways we may 
be capable of giving Offence to our Brethren, 
ſince every idle Word we ſpeak, and every ſinful 
Act we commit in the Preſence of other Men, 
may have ſome evil Influence to betray one or 
other of them, into a Contempt or Diſregard of 


the Word or Commandment of God. 


But there are ſome ſorts of idle Words, which 


do in a more eſpecial Manner tend to give Offence 


to our Brethren ; and theſe are the Words and 
Diſcourſes of the Scorners or Scoffers at Religion; 
of whom the Apoſtle St. Peter has given Warning,” 


chat there ſhall come in the laſt Days, Sers 


walking ofter their own Lnfis, who do not under- 
E take 
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take to overturn the Faith of others by any ſerious 
Argument, but defire to ſhift off all ſober En- 
quiries about it, attempting the Word of God, 
through the Force of Ridicule, by Scoffs and Jeſts, 
and prophane Mirth, to deſtroy its Authority, and 
Influence, and make it contemptible in the Eyes of 
Men. 

There is no doubt but every one of us may 
have heard very many of ſuch ſort of idle Words 
and Diſcourſes ; and to prepare ourſelves againſt 
the bad Effect they might have upon us, it is fit 
we ſhould take the Caution given by the Apoſtle 
to beware of theſe Scoffers, who are very dange- 
rous Inſtruments in the Hand of the Enemy of 
our, Souls, to betray us from Truth, into the 
Belief of his Lies ; and it may be, that of all the 
various Devices he has made uſe of, as there is 
none more eaſily learned, than the Art of ſcoffing 
or mocking at Religion, ſo it has been the moſt 
ſucceſsful alſo in carrying on his Deſigns, eſpe- 
cially among the young and the gay, the vain, 
and unthinking Part of Mankind; for which 
Reaſon, no doubt, Ridicule has been recommend- 
ed, as the Touchſtone of Truth, and of true Re- 
ligion, by a very eminent Maſter in the Science 
of propagating Infidelity ; for the ſureſt Way to-. 
keep Men from Truth is to give them a Prejudice 
againſt it, ſuch as will ſave them the Trouble of 
Enquiry, and may furniſh them alſo with Wit, 
and keep them always in good Humour with them- 
ſelves, and their Company, to follow freely their 
own Counſels and Contrivances, 


If 
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Tf we have learned to take Pleaſure in this fort 
of Wit, and have employed it upon Occaſions 
among our Brethren, it does concern us very 
earneſtly to repent of it, and to pray for their Re- 
covery alſo who have been miſled or perverted 
from due Reverence to the Word of God, by out 
impious, or idle or prophane Words or Diſcourſes ; 
ſince if one of theſe little Ones, even the meaneſt 
Perſon we converſe with, ſhould be offended by 
our Means, whoſoever ſhall give that Offence, 
it were better for him that a Miſflone were hangen 
about his Neck, and that he were drowned in the depth 
of the Sea. 

It is eaſy for us to ſee what Evils do ariſe by 
the general Courſe of our Converſation with orie 
another in the World, where Wickedneſs is pro- 
pagated by bad Example, and the good Manners 
of thoſe who are innocent are depraved, by evil 
Communication, with others who are corrupted ; 
and therefore on this Account our Lord ſaw much 
Cauſe to pronounce, Wo unto the World becauſe of 
Offences. ; 

But by his clear Diſcernment throughout all fu- 
ture Oppoſition, which would be made againſt the 
Word of his Truth, our Lord had yet much 
greater Reaſon to declare, Wo unto the World, becauſe 
of Offences That is, becauſe of thoſe general Of- 
fences which have ariſen in it, by means of ſuch 
Perſons, who have employed their Learning and 
Abilities for Argument, to give Occaſion for Offen- 
ces, betraying great Numbers to depart from 
Truth, or to reject the Faith in Chriſt, to embrace 
ſuperſtitious, heretical or impious Doctrines: And 
E 2 on 
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on Account of that Succeſs, which the Enemy of 
Truth would meet with, by the Induſtry and Ad- 
dreſs of theſe Inſtruments, it is more eſpecially to 
be underſtood as the Fruit ariſing from their La- 
bours, that our bleſſed Lord has foretold, Vo unte 


the World. * 
We are informed by our Lord himſelf, what the 


great Deſign was, of his coming into the World, 

as we find it expreſſed in his own Words, To this 
End was I born, and for this Cauſe came Tinto the World, 
that I ſhould bear Witneſs unto the Truth : Therefore 
the Enemy -of Truth, and of our Salvation, will 
of courſe endeavour, by all Ways and Methods of 
Deceit, according to his Power and Policy, to 
evade and defeat this End of our Lord's coming 
into the World ; for the Kingdom of our Lord be- 
ing founded on the Truth, the Devil will employ 
his Art and Induſtry to divert our Attention, and 
to betray our Souls from reſting upon that Foun- 
dation, by inducing us to believe in ſuch Lies 
and Forgeries, as are molt likely to find Admit- 
tance and Entertainment, according to our own 
Reaſonings and Apprehenſions of Things. 

So that the God of this World, to ſupport his 
Kingdom which is of this World, will endeavour 
by all Arguments which may be brought, to per- 
vert our Underſtandings from the Knowledge of 
Divine and Heavenly Things, to fix our Atten- 
tion upon earthly Things, and ſo to engage us in 
their Perſuit, that we may act and live according 
to his Principle, preferring the Indulgence of our 
Appetites in ſenſual Pleaſures, to the Hope and 

Aſſurance 


391 
Aſſurance of everlaſting Happineſs, by Obedience 
to the Will of God. 

As the moſt direct Method he can find to com- 
paſs this End, 1s to deſtroy the Authority of God's 
Word, his Induſtry will ever be exerted to accom- 
pliſh this Purpoſe, by ſuggeſting. ſuch Motives as 
will be moſt likely to prevail with us, to depend 
on the Strength and Soundneſs of our own Under- 
ſtandings ; and to receive all Inſtruction from the 
Word of God with ſuch Prepoſſeſſions and Preju- 
dices, as may be moſt ſucceſsful to defeat it's In- 
fluence upon our Lives. 

From this Source of his Induſtry, all Heretical 

Doctrines are derived; and all ſuperſtitious, im- 
| pious, and enthalten Falſehoods, and Forge- 
ries; and therefore when we view the World un- 
der the preſent Diſorders with which it is afflicted, 
by the Wickedneſs of Men contending and ſup- 
planting, and deſtroying one another, by the Vio- 
lence of open War, or by the hidden or ſecret 
Counſels of Envy or Pride, or Covetouſneſs, theſe 
Effects are to be imputed to the ſucceſsful Lies of 
the Devil, which our Saviour having foreſeen, did 
pronounce, Mo unto the World, becauſe of Offences. 

The Captain of our Salvation, the Prince of 
Peace, came to eſtabliſh Peace on Earth, and good 
Will towards Men, from, God their Father, being 
reconciled to them through his Mediation ; but this 
End cannot be obtained, until we ſubmit to his 
Laws, and acknowledge his Authority, by believ- 
ing in his Name, that is, in his Almighty Power; 
ſo that the Enemy of Peace, and of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Kingdom of God upon Earth, will 
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attempt to dethrone our Lord, by denying his 
Right as God,, to poſleſs the Seat of his Kingdom 
on Earth; and to this Account the Labours of the 
Arch-Hereticks are to be placed, ſuch as Arms, and 
Socin us, and their numberleſs Followers, who 
have contributed by their Agreement in the Whole 
or ſome Part of their Doctrines, to propagate their 
Impoſtures throughout the World. 

To the like Account alſo we muſt reckon the 
Labours of thoſe Men in the laſt Days, who are 
not content to be inſtructed from the Fountain of 
his Wiſdom, in whom dvelleth all the Fulneſs of the 
Godhead bodily ; and who was therefore moſt fit to be 
our Teacher by living in the Body, and converſing 
perſonally among Mankind: The Men we are now 
ſpeaking of, are fain to be wiſer than his Apaſtle, 
who mentions 1t as an Argument of the higheſt 
Credit due to his Miniſtry, that he would come in 
the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt : For 
the Moralifts of theſe Days ſeek after ſome other 
Authority for the Support of their Diſcipline, which 
they chuſe rather to bring from the Schools of the 
Grecian and Roman Philoſophers, and after their 
Example to become wiſe in their own Conceits, 
beyond what is written by the Spirit of God for 
their Inſtruction :. By the Mixture of the Chriſtian 
Doctrines, with the Philoſophy of thoſe Schools, 
the deceitful Arguments and Diſtinctions were de- 
rived, by which the earlieſt Oppoſition was main- 
rained againſt believing in the Name of Chriſt, in 
Acknowledgment of his Divinity; and from the 
ſame Fountains are drawn thoſe heretical and ſo- 


phiſtical Inſtitutions taken up in the Pride of hu- 


man 
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man Learning, which do at preſent infeſt and per- 
plex the Church of Chriſt. 

But of ſuch Doctrines, and the Promaters of 
them, we have clear Diſcovery and Warning gi- 
ven us in the Word of God; for the Time will come 
(ſays the Apoſtle) when they will not endure ſound Doc- 
trme ; but, after their own Luſts, ſhall they heap to them- 
ſelves Teachers, having itching Ears; and they ſhall 
burn away their Ears from the Truth, and be turned un- 
to Fables, That Time has come, when the wiſe 
Men of the World will not endure ſound Doctrine, 
according to the Simplicity of the Goſpel-revelation, 
but after their own Luſts ſhall they heap to them- 
ſelves Teachers; a Multitude of them, one after 
another, moralizing and dictating Laws of Nature, 
in Self- ſufficiency of Wiſdom; urging their Au- 
thority to their Hearers, having itching Ears, out 
of Curioſity to learn ſome new Thing, different 
from what our Lord and his Apoſtles have taught; 
and they ſball turn, away their Ears from the Truth, 
which they have no Reliſh for, as not at all agree- 
ing with thoſe exalted Notions they have conceived 
from their Teachers, of the Dignity of human 
Nature: So that, inſtead of Truth and ſound Doc- 
trine, they hall be turned to Fables, to philoſophick 
Speeches, and Syſtems of high Conceit. 

It has proceeded alſo from the uſurped and 
avowed Licence of dictating to one another in 
Matters of Morality, without Appeal to any other 
Authority, but the Rectitude and Clearneſs of 
their own Underſtandings, that we have heared 
Teachers in theſe laſt Days, who have argued 
boldly againſt all Authority, to make their own, or 
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our own Reaſon, a Standard of all Truth that we 
ſnould believe and practiſe. 

What the Conſequences of ſuch Sort of ſelf-ſuf- 
ficient Doctrines are, we learn alſo from the fame 
Apoſtle, deſcribing the Perſons who are to befound 
in theſe laſt Days, when he tells us, perilous Times 
ſhall come, for Men ſhall be Lovers of their own Selves, 
in high Conceit with their own Abilities and Un-' 
derſtandings ; and, therefore, it follows, they ſhall 
be alſo coverous, Boaſters, proud, Blaſphemers, diſo- 
bedient 19 Parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural 
Affection, Truce-breakers, falſe Accuſers, incontinent, fierce, 
Deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, Trailors, heady, high-mind- 
ed, Lovers of Pleaſures, more than Lovers of God; having 
a Form of Godlineſs, molded according to the Fancy of 
the Moraliſt or Deiſt, but denying the Power thereof in the 
GoſpelofChrift, from whence alone it can be derived; 
and from whence all the refined Leſſons of Mora- 
Iity are taken fraudulently, which theſe Teachers 
would impoſe upon their Hearers for the genuine 
Fruits of their own improved Reaſon and Under- 
ſtandings. 
| From this great Offence, of appropriating to 

_ ourſelves the Wiſdom of God's Word, and diſown- 
ing its Authority, ſuch perilous Times are come, 
that Infidelity is propagated along with divine In- 
ſtruction, and the Truths of the Goſpel-revelation 

are retailed as of their own Stock and Invention, 
by Enthuſiaſts, whoſe Names are taken up, to give 
Sanction and Authority to their moral Diſcourſes, 
independent, and excluſive of that Authority 


which is derived by believing in the Name of our 
Lord. By ſuch Perſons practiſing upon the Word 
| of 


8 
of God, and gaining Credit for their Pretenſions, 
an Example is given, to conceive very highly of 
the Dignity of human Nature, and of our own 
Wiſdom and Underſtandings; from whence it 
does eaſily paſs into a Rule of Life, that our own 
Reaſon muſt be ſufficient to guide us; which 
may be expreſſed in other Words, that every Man 
has a Right to do as he thinks fit, or according to 
his own Notions of the Fitneſs of Things; a Maxim 
that does appear to be eſtabliſhed by the gene- 
ral Conſent and Corruption of Mankind. So that, 
if ſome Reſpect is ſhewn to the Laws of the Land, 
by thoſe Perſons who are not able to evade them, 
no Reſpect at all is given to the Laws of God, 
whoſe Authority is abrogated and ſct aſide from 
enforcing what he has commanded to be obſerved. 
Upon a View of this State of the World, when 
the divine Truths of the Goſpel are every where 
publiſned and declared among us, we may ſee 
clearly how the Apoſtle's Prediction is fulfilled, 
that perilous Times ſball come ; and why our Lord did 
pronounce Wo unto the World, becauſe of Offences. 
From the Obſervations that have been made up- 
on theſe Words, we may collect what Eaſe and 
Aſſurance can be derived from them, tor the Quiet 
and Peace of our Minds, amidſt the Rage of thoſe 
Diſtempers with which the World is afflicted by 


the Wickedneſs and Violence of ſinful Men; for 


all theſe Diſorders are clearly foretold by the Word 
of God. Sothat when the moſt ſubtile and refined 
Politicians are at a Loſs to diſcern their Way, thro” 
the perplexed and uncertain State of human Af- 


fairs, by Recourſe to God's Word, we may have 


clear 
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clear Inſtruction concerning the Cauſe and the Iſ- 
ſue of all thoſe diſtreſſing and gri-vous Calamities, 
which have obſcured the Ways of God, in the 
Courſe of his Providence, and raiſed Objections 
to his Government of the World. 

According to our own Reaſonings, we ſhall 
ever be led to make Account of the Actions of 
Men, by imputing them to thoſe Principles which 
lie open to be judged of by Sight; and ſo it comes 
to paſs that we accuſe one another for Injuries 
which are done in private Societies, as ariſing 
from our Pride or Envy, or Luſt or Covetouſneſs, 
or ſome other Paſſion, which we conclude might 
be ſubdaed or caſt off by the Power of our own 
Minds, without any other Aſſiſtance or Strength, 
than what we are naturally endued with : And by 
the fame Reaſon we proceed to account for the 
public Violations of the Peace of the World, 
through the Ambition of Princes, and the crafty 
Deſigns of evil Counſellors, to whoſe Guidance 
or Direction they are fubject. | 

Bur in this reckoning we fall ſhort of the true 


Account that is to be made up concerning the 


courſe of this preſent World, for the Pride and 
Ambition, and other miſchevious Paſſions of Man- 
kind, would not prevail in holding us under Sub- 
jection to them; if they were not ſtrengthened, 
encouraged and ſupported by the Enemy of our 
Souls, who has, in Oppoſition to the Light of God's 
Truth, fent forth his Lies, which wicked Men 
lay hold upon, who love Darkneſs, rather than 
Light becauſe their Deeds are evil; from whence 


jt is, that the Method obſerved by the God of this 
World, 
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World, to retain it under his Subjection, is to 
defeat the Influence and Authority of God's Word, 
by caſting Offences in our Way, to divert our 
Attention from the Perfuit of God's Command- 
ments ; and by his Succeſs in propagating Infide- 
lity, and hindering our Belicf in the Name of Chriſt, 
he has full Aſſurance, that we fhall walk accord- 
ing to the Sight of our own Eyes, and follow ſuch 
Counſels and Devices, as are ſuitable to the 
original Corruption and Depravity of our Nature, 
which he had introduced, 
And as he did at firſt prevail againſt us, by 
blinding our Underſtandings, and alluring us to 
diſbelieve and forſake divine Truth, to believe in 
his Lies ; he knows qur Recovery depends upon 
forſaking his Lies and Offences, through the 
Grace of God, to reſt our Souls and our Hann 
neſs upon the Authority of his Word. 

From theſe Conſiderations we may obſerve yet 
farther, what Sort of Deſign thoſe Men are en- 
gaged in, wha are buſied either by their Impious 
and idle Diſcourſes, or by their ſtudied Arguments 
and Labours, to raiſe up Prejudices to offend their 
Brethren, to pervert them trom the Faith, and Be- 
lief in the Name of Chriſt. | 

It may be, according to our ſhort-ſighted and 
ſhallow Uaderſtandifigs, we ſhall conclude, that 
the Effect of ſuch idle Words and Diſcourſes, does, 
immediately paſs away ſoon after they are uttered, 
and the feſts and Scoffs of profane and irreligious 
Perſons, may be ſuppoſed to vaniſh and expire al- 
together in that Fit of Merriment or Laughter, for 


which they appear to be ſpoken or written, and 
| are 
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are only ſucceſsful to bring Applauſe and Admira- 
tion of his Wit, who was bold to introduce them. 
But what Solomon has ſaid may direct us to a 
true Eſtimation of this Sort of jeſting as a Mad- 
man, who caſteth Firebrands, Arrows, and Death, 
ſo is the Man tho deceiveth his Neighbour, and ſaith, 
am I not in Sport ? | 

From this Compariſon we may learn alſo how 
to regard their Induſtry and Endeavours, who 
have laboured ſeriouſly and earneſtly, by long re- 
peated Arguments and Efforts, to raiſe up Offences, 
to root out the Faith, and to eſtabliſh Infidelity 
inſtead of Belief in the Name of Chriſt. 

Theſe Men who would deſire to be eſteemed 
the benevolent Protectors or Benefactors of Man- 
kind, have never yet been able to ſhew us, in 
what reſpect the World would be amended, in 
Caſe we ſhould take their Diſcourſes to rely upon 
as a Syſtem of Religion, inſtead of the Goſpel, 
nor what Evils would ariſe if we were all of us 
faithful to the Name of our Lord; ſo that perhaps 
the very beſt Account that can be given of their 
benevolent Deſigns, muſt be allowed to terminate 
in an exceeding Deſire of giving Proof of their 
own Self-ſufficiency of Underſtanding, to get a 
Name thereby in the World, and to be had in 
Admiration as Reformers of it ; but as this Deſign 
interferes with, and oppoſes the Authority of Di- 
vine Revelation, their Appetite for Fame 1s moſt 
dangerous in its Conſequences ; for it is connect- 
ed, and very nearly correſponds to the Thirſt of 
Blood in thoſe mighty Conquerors of the Earth, 


who 
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who to make themſelves a Name in the Sport of 
Ambition, have fought Battles for their Glory, 
and murdered Thouſands of their Brethren. 
Therefore as the Word of God is ſharper than 
any two-eged Sword, beware of offending againſt 
it by Wantonneſs or Preſumption, but let us walk 
with due Circumſpection and Reverence towards 
him to whom it doth belong, and learn from 
thence to work out your own Salvation with Fear. 


and Trembling all the Days of your Lives. 


SERMON 


SERMON IV. 


reed eee 


St. MAT THE W, xviii. 7. 


Mo unto the World, becauſe of Offences ; for it 


muſt needs be that Offences come: But Wo to 
that Man, by whom the Offence cometh, 


UR Bleſſed Lord hath 

A not only informed us of K. 
the Cauſe of thoſe great this Subject. 
TY Calamities which were to | 
come upon the World, becauſe of Of- 
fences, which have been conſidered in the forego- 
ing Diſcourſe ; but his Word proceeds yet farther 
to aſſure us, that this Cauſe of Wo and Diſtreſs 
would certainly ariſe ; for it muſt needs be that Of- 
fences come; and, therefore, it coticerns us to en- 
quire, bow this Prediction is to be underſtbod, 
con- 
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conſiſtently with God's Mercy to the World; for 
accompliſhing the Salvation of Mankind, 

As the Enemy of Mankind did at firſt prevail 
in perverting our firſt Parents from the Truth, by 
his Invention of a Lie; we are taught alſo by the 
Authority of God's Word, that he ſtill continues 
to oppoſe our Recovery from his Snares, and to 
defeat the Purpoſes of God for our Salvation, by 
his Devices, which are intended to deſtroy or ſup- 
preſs the Truth ; and therefore, when our Lord 
ſaid, It muſt needs be that Offences come; he gave us 
Inſtructions concerning the Deſigns of our Enemy, 
that he would certainly make his Attempts upon 
the World, to hold it in Subjection to Sin, which 
he had at firſt introduced ; and as all Men are born 
in Sin, and continue ſubject to it, until they are 
born . again, or regenerated by the Spirtt of God, 
through Faith in his Name ; the Enemy of our 
Souls will moſt certainly endeavour, to defeat and 
obſtru& this Change; and to retain that Advan- 
tage which he has by our corrupted Nature ob- 
tained over all Mankind: From whence it is, that 
the Apoſtle in writing To zhe Saints at Epheſus, and 
10 the Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, does particularly in- 
form them of this Truth, that they and all other 
Chriſtians whatſoever, before their Converſion to 
the Faith in Chrif, were held under the Power of 
the Devil, ſo as to be accounted dead in the Sight 
. of God, until they were raiſed up to a new Life by 
believing in his Name, or, according to the Apo- 
ſtle's own Words, and you hath he quickened, who 
were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, wherein, in Time 


paſt, ye walked according to the Courſe of this Nord, 
according 
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* 
according to the Prince of the Power of the Air, the 
Spirit that now worketh in the Children of Diſobedi- 
ence ; among whom alſo, we all had cur Converſation 
in Times paſt, in the Lifts of the Fleſh ; fulfilling the 
Deſires of the Fleſh, and of the Mind; and were, by 
Nature, the Children of Wrath, even as others. 

By this Account, it appears, that the Children 
of Diſobedience, who will not believe and obey 
the Goſpel, become laftruments to the Prince of 
the Power of the Air, who now worketh in them, 
according to his Craft and Subtilty, not only to 
keep them in Subjection to his Will, but alſo to 
employ their Service in propagating his Lies 
againſt the Truth; to ſubvert the Faith, and ruin 
the Souls of their innocent Brethren ; or to bring 
thoſe back again to Infidelity, who had eſcaped | 
from his Snares: So that wicked Men, fulfilling 


the Deſires of the Fleſh, and of the Mind, enſlaved 
| to evil Habits, will inceſſantly contend and labour | 
; ro undermine the Truth, by giving Offences to 
: their Brethren by their evil Examples, and by all 
"i Arguments they can find, to unſettle «and diſturb | 
l their Minds, to lead them aſtray from the Faith, 
i or Belief in the Name of CHriſt. 
5 The ſame Inſtruction our Lord hath alſo con- | 
\f veyed to us, in his Parable of the Tares of | 
80 the Field; in which he tells us, that the King- 
y dom of Heaven is likened unto a Man which 
5 ſowed good Seed in his Field, That State of the 
* World which was under the Diſpenſation of the 
— Goſpel, did reſemble the Field of an Houſeholder, 
* who had ſowed it with good Seed; but while Men 


ſlept, in ſuch Condition that they could not per- 
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ceive the Actions of a ſpiritual inviſible Agent, bis 
Enemy came, and ſowed Tares among the Wheat, 
and went his Way, The Enemy caſt into the 
World, after the Word of God was ſown, ſome of 
his own Lies and Impoſtures, and went his Way, 
unobſerved : But when the Blade was ſprung up, 
and brought forth Fruit, then appeared the Tares 
alſo. So ſoon as the Followers and Diſciples of 
Chrift began to bring forth Fruit, by publiſhing 
his Doctrine to the World, and making Converts 
to the Truth, then appeared the Tares alſo : The 
Lies of the Enemy grew up alſo, and were publiſh- 
ed by his Inſtruments; maintaining the Cauſe of 
Infidelity, by their Example and Arguments, in 
Oppoſition to the Truth: So the Servants of the 
Houſeholder came and ſaid to him, Sir, didſt not 
thou ſow good Seed in thy Field? From whence then 
hath it Tares ? He ſaid unto them, an Enemy hath 
done this. According to the original Expreſſion, 
it is, an Enemy-man hath done this ; a Man, the 
Inſtrument of the Enemy. | 

The Servants ſaid unto him, wilt thou then that 
we go and gather them .up ? But he ſaid, nay); left, 
rohile ye gather up the Tares, ye root up alſo the 
Wheat with them : Let both grow until the Harveſt, 
and in the Time of Harveſt, I will ſay to the Rea- 
pers, gather ye together firſt the Tares, and bind 
them in Bundles to burn them; but gather my Wheat 
into the Barn. 

Our Lord was pleaſed to diſcover dearly who 
the Actors were, to whom he refers in this Parable, 
which he vouchſafed to explain particularly to his 
Diſciples, when they beſought him to declare unto 

US 
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us the Parable of the Tares of the. Field; he anſwered 
and ſaid unta them, he that ſoweth 20 Seed, is the 
Son of Man; the Field is the World; the good Seed 
are the Children of the Kingdom of Heaven : But 
the Taxes are the Children of the wic ked One ; the 
Enemy that ſorved them is the Devil : The Harveſt 
is the End of the World, and the Reapers are the An- 
gels : As, there fore, the Tares are gathered and burnt 
in the Fire, ſo ſball it bein the End of the World: 
The Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they 
ſhall gather out of this Kingdom all Things that of 
fend (all Offences or.Scandals ;) and them which 
do Iniquity ; and ſhall caſt them into a Furnace of 
Fire: There ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth ; 
Then ſhall the Righteous ſbine forth as the Sun in 
the Kingdom of their Father. 

We learn from this Parable, and the clear In- 
terpretation of it, by What Means Offences come; 
that, originally, they are derived from the Devil, 
who muſt needs be employed. by his Inſtruments 
to corrupt and oppoſe the Truth; that this Oppo- 
ſition will continue until the End of the World ; 
and, before that Time, it is forbidden to the ger, 
vants of the Houſeholder, who are the Servants of 
our Lord, to attempt to root out the Tares, by 
any Means of Violence or Perſecution; and, laſt. 
ly, that this Work is reſerved for the Reapers, the 
Angels of God, in the Harveft, or End of the 
World, who ſhall make that Separation between 
the Wheat and the Tares, between the Children of 
the Kingdom, and the Children of the wicked 
One; which will conclude in ſuch Difference of 
their Conditions ; that the Righteous fhall. ſhine. 


a 8 forth, 
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forth as the Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father ; when 
the Angels ſhall gather out of his Kingdom all Things 
that Nad all Offences or Scandals;) and them 
which do Iniquily; and ſhall caſt them into a Furnace of 
Fire, there ſhall be wailing and gnaſting of Teeth. 

As we have ſuch clear Information, by whom 
it is that all Offences or Scandals are brought 
into the World, and that they muſt needs 
come through the Malice of the Devil, and the 
Induſtry of wicked Men, who are employed 
for that Purpoſe, to carry on his Deſigns. It 
will concern us yet farther to obſerve, by what 
Means it comes to paſs, that Offences are readily 
entertained and embraced, ſo ſoon as they are 
publiihed, and ſent abroad into the World. 

The Reaſon is obvious, becaule all falſe Doc- 
trines, or falſe Religions, do conſpire, in ſome 
Reipect or other, to gratify the corrupt Incli- 
nations of Men, fulfilling the Deſires of the Fleſh, 
and f the Mind. So that, by taking up Lies 
or Scandals, in Oppoſition to the Truth, they 
are enabled to walk on, ſtedfaſtly, in their own 
Ways, in Diſobedience to the Word and Com- 
mandment of God. 

If a Diſtinction is to be made, concerning the 


Nature of thoſe Offences that have been from 


Age to Age introduced, and which have had the 
greateſt Succeſs and Influence upon the World, 
we ſhall find them to be chiefly of two Sorts : 
1. The firſt is of ſuch Offences or Scandals as 
do tend to encourage and ſupport the Indulgence 
of the ſenſual Appetites of Mankind, fulfiling the 
Defires of the Fleſh. 


By 
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By means of this Propeniity in all Men to gra- 
tify the Luſts or Deſires of the Fleſh, they are 
readily diſpoſed to take Offences at all ſuch Re- 
ſtraints, as have a Tendency to limit or correct 
their Deſires ; and therefore when our bleſſed Lord 
came into the World, he had this univerſal Preju- 
dice of all Mankind to contend againſt, who were by 
their corrupted Nature diſpoſed, to reject his Ex- 
ample and Doctrine, as not agreeable to their No- 
tions of Happineſs, which they are inclined to 
ſeek after in the Joys and Pleaſures. of this Life. 
From Hence his Religion became, and has conti- 
nued ever ſince to be a Stumbling-block to the 
Jews, who have not yet been able look through 
that Veil, which was caſt over their Eyes by the 
temporal Promiſes of the Law for encouraging 
their Obedience to it ; and therefore they have 
continued in Blindneſs rejecting their Miah, who 
aboliſhed their Law becauſe of the Unprofitable- 
neſs of it, which they would chuſe to retain for the 
ſake of earthly Proſperity they hoped for along 
with it, in Preference to the ſpiritual Bleſſings of 
the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, which were foretold 


by the Prophets, and were offered to them in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. 


Upon the ſame Foundation of Indulgence to be 
allowed to the ſenſual Appetites of Men, the great 
Arabian Impoſtor Mahomet has grounded his Reli- 
gion, and contrived his Paradiſe thoroughly fur- 
niſhed with delightful Objects, for gratifying all 
the Senſes of his Votaries; and by this Artifice, 

of his cunning Impoſture, he has been enabled to 
propagate his abſurd and impious Forgeries, 
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through a much greater Extent of the Earth, than 
what is poſſeſſed by thoſe who profeſs the true 
Faith in Chrift : So that by the Help of the Pelu- 
ftons and Amuſements for the Senſes, which his 
Religion does afford, the Believers in Mabomet, or 
the Faithful to his Name, who was the Son of 1/þ- 
mael the ſpurious Son of Abraham, are many more 
in Number, than they who have believed in the 
Name of Chriſt, the Son of David, the Son of 
Ahraham according to the Truth and Promiſes of 
God. 

By the ſame Artifice, that great Apoſtacy has 
been introduced and propagated, which has car- 
ried off the greater Part of thoſe who are called 
after the Name of Chriſ, to receive corrupt Doc- 
trines, with ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Practices 
in the Church of Rome; which has ſet up it's Au- 
thority above the Word of God, and has perverted 
the ſpiritual Wiſdorm of the Goſpel, to become an 
Engine of temporal Policy for ſupporting the Ty- 
ranny and Uſurpations of the Popes and mitred 
Princes of that Church, with their Counſellors 
and Aſſiſtants, who' have aimed and ſucceeded 
more remarkably than any other worldly Poten- 
tates, in eſtabliſhing univerſal Monarchy or De- 
ſpotiſm, over the Souls and Bodies of a great 
Part of Mankind. 

Yet even this deep and"dangerous Impoſture, if 
thoroughly examined, will be found to reſt chiefly 
upon Amuſements oftered to the Senſes of Man- 
kind; for after the bold and blaſphemous In- 
vention of Infallibility, attributed to the Head of 

that 


11 

that Church, by which the Authority of God's 

Word, is either ſuperſeded or ſuſpended at his 
Pleaſure, the Deluſions in that political Scheme 
of Religion, do principally rely upon thoſe out- 
ward Forms and Shews of Pomp and ceremo- 
nious Pageantry and Proceſſion, which entertain 
and amuſe the Fancy, and divert the Attention 
of the Mind to Objects of Senſe ; and are there- 
fore, contrived to baffle and to blind the Under- 
ſtandings of Men. Of this ſort are the orna- 
mental Robes of the high Prieſthood, and the 
Veſtments of the different Eccleſiaſtical Orders, 
or Fraternities ſubſervient or connected with it; 
the tripple Crown, and the Keys to open a Door 
in Heaven; the magnificent Decorations of 
Churches, Chappels and Altars, their Muſick, 
Images, and Paintings, their cunning Inventions 
of mock Miracles, and Legends of Saints, which 
have wonderful Efficacy, to retain the acuteſt 
Men by their Eyes and their Ears, who have 
been trained up from their Infancy, in Reverence 
to thoſe ſuperſtitious Deluſions. 

Beſides, in this Scheme of ſuperficial Worſhip, 
there is much Eaſe provided for the Minds of 
Men, who are ſet free from all painful Enquiries 
about Truth, to take it upon the Word of the 
Prieſts, who are inſtructed, for good Reaſons of 
State, to keep their Hearers in ftrict Obedience 
of bodily Exerciſe, and are warranted by their 
Form of Religion, to ſpeak Peace to their Con- 
ſciences, by Pardons and Abſolutions granted on 
ſuch Terms of Prayer or Penance, as might afford 


an eaſy Entrance for Sinners into Heaven. 
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To this ſame Purpoſe, thoſe Commodities ave 
prepared, which paſs in Traffick under the Seal 
of that Church, which are fold and bought as 
Tokens of Conveyance of a Title for Sinners, to 
hold an Intereſt, or to take Poſſeſſions in the King- 
dom of Heaven, 

To which End alſo, the Doctrine of Purgatory 
had been advanced, which is an Art of recovering 
Souls from Hell to Heaven, if proper Application 
is made to the Power of that Church. 

By this dangerous Addreſs of making Court to 
the Senſes, with a proſpect of Indulgence, and 
favourable Conceſlions to be made for fulfilling the 
Deſires of the Fleſh ; while the Fancy is amuſed 
with ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Acts of Mock- 
worſhip, the Votaries of that Church are deluded 
from believing in the Words, or in the Name 
of Chriſt, to any better Purpoſe, than as they 
would believe in Charms or Inchantments, which 
are to be applied in a certain Form of Words, 

5 the Romaniſis repeat their Prayers, without any 
Uſe or Application of their Underſtandings, to 
apprehend or conſider the Meaning of them. 
As the Deſign of theſe Corruptions which have 
been introduced into the Roman Church, was to 
retain the Underſtandings of Men in Subjection 
to their Appetites fulfilling the Defires if the Flach; 
to which all Mankind by their corrupt Nature are 
inclined ; it may be preſumed, that ſuch fort of 
religious and formal Deluſions or Oitences, are 
moſt likely to have the greateſt Influence upon all 
Conditions of Men over the Face of the Earth ; 
which is accordingly confirmed by Experience in 
the 
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the Succeſs of theRomiſh and Ma hometan Impoſtures; 
which do in another Article cloſely correſpond, that 
for the Security and Aſſurance of their reſpective 
Intereſts, it muſt ever be accounted a certain 
Maxim of their political Prudence, to diſcourage 
in their Subjects as much as poſſible all Attempts 
of the Mind to excell, either in divine or human 
Learning, any farther than as they are led in hand 
and conducted by the Prieſts, who are appointed 
by Authority to be the Guardians and Maſters of 
the Underſtandings of their People: From whence 
it comes, that Ignorance, is very properly ſaid to 
be the Mother of Devotion, towards Antichriſt, the 
the viſible infallible Head of the Romi/ſb Church. 

2. But there is another kind of Oppoſition to 
the Truth or Faith in Oriſt, which has been made 
to raiſe up Offences againſt it, by ſkilful Addreſs 
and Flattery paid to the Underſtandings of Men, 
highly magnified and exalted in their Attynmeats 
of divine and natural Knowledge, through the 
Induſtry of their own Endeavours, and the ſucceſs- 
ful Application and Vigour of their own Minds, in 
Contemplations and Enquiries after Divine,and Mo- 
ral, Aſtronomical, Phyſical, Metaphyſical and Mathe- 
matical Truths, excelling in Speculations upon theſe 
Subjects, affording ſuch Variety of Employment, 
and rational Entertainment for their Underſtandings, 
as make it eaſy for them to conceive, they appre- 
bend ſo perfectly the whole Syſtem of the Moral 
and Natural World, as to ſtand in need of no 
other Inſtructions but what ariſe from their own 
Reaſon rightly applied, to examine and conſider 
the Relations and Fitneſs of Things. 


In 
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In the former Days the Enemy had his Advan. 
tage to ſow his Tares, while Men flept in Ignorance, 
in dark Ages of Barbariſm, in theſe laſt Days, to 
coutnterballance our Boaſtings in the Revival of 
Learning, he has made good Uſe of it to ſerve his 
den Purpoſes, to create Offences of the moſt de- 
ceitful and dangerous Oppoſition to the Truth, 
or Belief in the Name of Chrif.. 

But of the Succeſs of this kind of Oppoſition, 
he had Experience long ſince in the earlieſt Days 
bf the Goſpel, which was to the Greeks Fooliſh- 
neſs ; on this very Account, becauſe they thought 


they had Wiſdom enough in the Schools of their 


Philoſophers, to know how to act, and govern 
their Lives, without any Inſtruction from St. Paul, 
or his fellow Workers to the Kingdom of God. 
Through the Means of thoſe Conceits in which 
Men have been lifted up in the Pride of: human 
Learning, the Enemy got his Advantage more 
eſpecially for making an artificial Rock of Offence, 
by forging Demonſtrations of the Being and Attri- 
butes of God, and from thence producing ſuch 
Evidences of natural Religion, as might ſuffice to 
ſuperſede all Evidences of revealed Religion, as 
worthy of Belief no farther, than as it coincides 
with the Diſcovery of the natural Relations and 
Fitneſſes of Things; which by a proper Atten- 
tion, and Applicatwn of our improved Under- 
ſtandings, may be ſufficiently apprehended, to be- 
come a Rule of Lite, to all ſober, diligent, and 
rational Enquirers; ſo that the Maſters and Adepts 
in natural Religion, are able to conclude with Cer- 


tanity, how far, and how much, and what Sort 
F 
0 


1 

of Declaration of his Will God muſt make to Man- 
kind, if he is pleaſed to reveal it to them ; allowing 
alſo, that Revelation may indeed be of Uſe for 
inſtructing by Authority the illiterate vulgar, and 
unthinking Part of Mankind, and to ſuch of Courle 
it may expedient, to take F aich as a collateral Prin- 
ciple, to enforce Obedience to their Duty; where- 
as to others, who are Maſters in the Sciences, they 
have Knowledge reſted on a fire Foundation of 
demonſtrative Certainty, and the Evidences of na- 
tural and revealed Religion lie together in their 
Minds under ſuch a Proceſs of clear Reaſoning 
and Argument, that they can have no need to ap- 
peal to the Goſpel of Chriſt, if it were not for ſome 
poſitive Inſtitutions, which according to their 
Method of diſtinguiſhing, muſt be always ſuper- 
ſeded by moral Obligations. 

They who have been taken into this Train of 
ſophiſtical, preſumptuous, and blaſphemous Rea- 
ſoning, may find it hard to eſcape from that Tri- 
umph which the Enemy of their Souls has gained 
over their Underſtandings; as by this Method of 
his Policy he has contrived to preclude them from 
having Recourſe to the Word of God for their 
Deliverance, by which alone it can be wrought: 
And of all thoſe Deluſions which have paſſed upon 
the World through his Induſtry, this Impoſture 
of Self- ſufficiency of Wiſdom, 1s of the moſt de- 
ceitful and dangerous Tendency, to cut us off 
from all Help and Aſſiſtance from the Holy Spirit 


of God. 
But by his Knowledge. which is infinite, and by 


his Mercy and Goodneſs having no Bounds to- 
wards 
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wards us, we have ſuch Declarations of the crafty 
and ſubtile Deſigns, of the great Deceiver and his 
Inſtruments, laid before us in the holy Scriptures, 
that by the Light of God's Word, we may be able 
to diſcern, and diſſolve, and to diſperſe all the Lies 
of the Devil. And therefore, withoutentering in- 
to Combat with thoſe pretended Demonſtrations, 
which are built on a falſe Principle, and preſump- 
tive Conceſſions which are not to be granted, we 
are able by the Authority of God's Word, to find 
Reſt unto our Souls, being freed from thoſe high 
Conceits, by which it has come to paſs, that, he 


preaching of the Croſs, is to them that periſh Fooliſbneſs, 


but unto us that are ſaved, it is the Power of God : For 
it is written, I will deflroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and 
bring to nothing the Underſtanding of the Prudent; where 
is the Wiſe? Where is the Scribe? Where is the Diſpu- 
ter of this World? Hath not God made fooliſh the HF. 
dom of this World? For after that, in the Wiſdm of 
God, the World by Wiſdom knew not Cod; it pleaſed God 
by the Fookſbneſs of Preaching to ſave them that believe. 

For after that, in the Wiſdom of God diſplayed 
in his Works of Creation, and Providence, the 
World by Wiſdom derived from their Obſervations 
on his Works, knew not God, were never able, 
as it is now pretended, to know, or to demonſtrate 
his Being and Attributes, ft pleaſed God, by a Me- 


thod of Inſtruction which paſſed with the Philoſo- 
phers for the Fooliſbneſs of preaching, io ſave them that 


believe. 
According to this Inſtruction, from the Word 

of God, to which the Experience of all Ages bears 

Witneſs, ſince the Beginning of the World, until 


theſe 


1 


theſe laſt Days, after all the Trials, and inceſſant 
Efforts that have been made by the human Under- 
ſtanding, we conclude with the Apoſtle, that, the 
World by Wiſdom knew not God; the wiſeſt Men in it, 
were never able, by their own Reaſonings to know, 


much leſs to demonſtrate to others the Being of 


the true God, or the Laws of his Will for the Go- 
vernment of Mankind; and the ſpurious Argu- 
ments now offered, for that Purpoſe, by modern 
Enthuſiaſts, are ſürreptitiouſſy taken from holy 
Scripture, mixed up and blended with high Con- 
ceits of human Learning, falſely and deceitfully 
applied. 5 

The human Mind has it's own Principle of 
Knowledge, derived by the Senſes for the Foundati- 
on of it's Reaſoning ; and from this Principle it can. 


not riſe to ſpiritual Objects, until itis aided by an- 


other Principle, conveyed from the Word of God, 
and it's Actions ſtrengthened by the Aſſiſtance of his 
Spirit, in Attainment of the Knowledge of hea- 
venly Things; ſo that altho' we may admire the 


. Wiſdom of moral and political OEconomy, and 
thoſe bright Examples of ſocial Virtues, which 


did appear in the flouriſhing States of Athens, and 
of Rome, highly diſtinguiſhed in all Ornaments of 
civil Life, by their Knowledge and Excellence in 


liberal and mechanick Arts; yet in Regard to all 


Advances they did, or could make in ſpiritual 
Knowledge, for Diſcovery of the true Religion, by 
their own Underſtandings unaſſiſted by divine Re- 
velation, both they and we are, upon a Level with 
the meaneſt of our Brethren, the poor illiterate Sa- 


vages 
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vages of the Sea Shore, or the naked Indians of 
the Woods. 

From theſe Conſiderations, ſuggeſted to us by 
what our bleſſed Lord has ſaid, it muft nerds be that 
Offences come ; we ſhould he warned againſt the De- 
ſigns of our ſpiritual Enemy, who has caſt very 
dangerous Offences in our Way, to betray us into 
his Snares, by diverting our Attention, and our 
Underſtandings from the Ward of Truth and 
Faith in the Name of Chrift, torreſt our Happineſs 
and Salvation, upon the Wiſdom. of this World, 
in a preſumptuous Self-ſufficiency in oux own 
Judgment and Reaſoning. 

By the former Method of his Addreſs, making 
Court to the ſenſual Appetites of Men, he has re- 
tained whole Regions of the Earth, great Nations 
and Kingdoms of the World in a general Apoſtacy, 

or in a continued Oppoſition to the Faith in Chriſt ; 
holding them faſt under ſuch falſe Principles of Re- 
ligion, as do effectually obſtruct, or overturn the 
Purity of the Chriſtian Revelation : And by the 


latter Device of making Court to the Underſtand . 


ings of Men; in thoſe Parts of the World where 
the Light of the Goſpel has ſhewn forth in Purity 
of Doctrine, the Enemy has built Strong Holde, to 
take in his felet Champions, combating with the 
Faith, by ſophiſtical Arguments of human Lear- 
ning miſunderſtood, and miſapplied ; who have 
made vigorous Efforts to recover what was loft on 
their Side, by the Reformation of Religion from 
thoſe dangerous Errors and Hereſies, with which 
it had been obſcured, in dark Ages of Ignorance 
and ſuperſtitious Credulity. : 

t 


TS, 


It is too well ſeen what Succeſs they have had by 
the avowed unlimited Licentiouſneſs of theſe laſt 
Days, which has been encouraged and abetted by 
them; but by the Mercy of God, the ineſtimable 
Treaſure of his Word is yet in our Hands, witkout 
any corrupt Mixtures, opened to our View in our 
own Language, from whence we may « derive ſuch 
Comfort and Support, as will preſerve us from all 
Attempts and Aflaults of our ſpiritual Adverſaries; 
for the Words of our bleſſed Maſter are deſigned 
to deliver us from all the Deceits of the World, of 
the Devil, and of the Fleſh, and the ſelf-ſufficient 
Teachers of new Doctrines, therefore inſtead of 
their Wiſdom, let us take Inſtruction from our 
Saviour's divine Sermon on the Mount, and faith. 
fully endeavour to live according to it : and then 
we ſhall have his ſure Promiſe of ſpiritual Strength; 
to encourage and hear us up againſt all the Trials 
and Troubles, Perplexities and Diſtreſſes, which 
ſurround us in this preſent World; for ſo he has 
himſelf aſſured us, Hhboſoever beareth theſe Sayings 
of mine, and doeth them, I will liken bim; by my Grace 
and Strength I will make him like unto a aue Man 
which built his Houſe upon a Rock ;, and the Rain defend: 
ed, and the Floods came, and the Winds blew and beat up- 
on that Houſe, and it fell not, for it was founded upon a 
Rock: And every one that beareth theſe Sayings of mine 
and doeth them not, ſball be likened, through the Arti- 
ice and Induſtry of the evil Spirit, he ſnall be made 
like unto a fooliſb Man, which built his Houſe upon the 
Sand, where it continued for ſome ſhort Time of 
fair Weather, and the Maſter dwelt careleſsly in it, 

but 
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but ſo ſoon as it came to be tried by Storms and 
Tempeſts, ta which every Houſe in this World 
muſt needs bo expoſed, the Badneſs of it's Foun- 
dation was quicaly diſcovered, for the Rain deſcended, 
and the Flooils came, and the Winds blew, and beat upon 


that Horſe, andit fell, and great was the Fall of it ; 
never more to be repaired, 


SERMON 


St. MATTHEW xvüi. 7. 


Wo unto the World, becauſe of Offences ; for it 
muſt needs be that Offences come: But Wa ts 
that Man, by whom the Offence cometh. 


x AVING conſidered, in 


TIMON on 


to what Wo or Miſery this Subject. 
the World is ſubject, from 


Offences or Scandals ariſing in it, the Nature of 


which we have enquired into, and ſhewn likewiſe, 
according to our Saviour's Prediction, it muft 
needs be that Offences come; it now remains to be 
examined, * 

3. What Miſery or "FER he is expoſed to, 
who brings in ſuch Offences, for our Lord hath 


pronounced, Mo to that Man, by whom the Offence 
cometh. 


As the Enemy of our Salvation does act his 


Part to divert our Attention from the Truth, and 
Faith in the Word of God, by ſtirring up an Op- 
G 


poſition 


9 


the foregoing Diſcourſes, _ The Third 


3 
poſition to it, through the Example and Induſtry 
of Men, who are gained over to his Side by their 
own Luſts, in fulſilling the Defires of the Fleſh, and 
cf the Mind; it follows from hence, that there is a 
Diſtinction to be made, according to the Charac- 
ters of Men, following their Principles, and they 
are either the Children of this World, or the Children 
of Light. 

The former, that is, the Children of this World, 
are directed in the Courſe of their Lives, by order- 
ing their Actions in ſuch Manner, as may beſt 
conſpire to ſecure their Intereſts in this Life, for 
Enjoyment of Honour or Power, or Pleaſures or 
Profits in it: And, as their Wiſdom does conſiſt 
in making the beſt Proviſion they can, for gratify- 
ing their Appetites, by ſeizing upon thoſe Objects 
of Senſe which are moſt ſuitable to their Taſte, 
and their Temper and Circumſtances in the World, 
they are ſaid to wall by Sigbt; as, on the ocher 
Hand, the Children of Light, who diſclaim that 
Principle of Action in the Government of their 
Lives, they are ſaid to wall by Faub. 

As theſe Principles are contrary, the one to the 
other, and lead different Ways; one tending un- 
to the Earth, and the other unto Heaven: There 
is Enmity between the Children of this World and 
the Children of Light, while each Party endeavours 
to retain thoſe who are already with them, or to 
gain others over to their Principle and Opinions. 

The chief Method obſervable in the Policies of 
the Children of this World, for eſtabliſhing their 

Principle, is what we have already mentioned, 
concerning their Induſtry and Addreſs, in creating 
Offences 


o 
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Offences to divert or betray the Underſtandings of 
their Brethren, from due Attention and Regard to 
the Word of God, upon which our Faith and our 
Salvation do depend. 

From hence we ſee what the Enployiuent of 
ſuch a Man is, by whom the Offence cometh , for he 
who is ſucceſsful to enſnare the Souls of other Men, 
and to lead them aftray from the Truth, into ſin- 
ful Compliances, he conſpires with the Purpoſes of 
the great Deceiver, and acts under the Guidance 
and Direction of his Power. 

As our Lord is concerned on the oppoſite Side, 
to defend and ſave thoſe who believe in his Name, 
he has pronounced, Wo te that Man by whom the 
Offence cometh. 

This Declaration added, in Conſequence of 
what our Lord had ſaid before, concerning the 
Miſery of the World ariſing from Offences, does 
imply, that they, by whom theſe Offences are 
given, will be accountable for them in a very ſe- 
vere Degree of Puniſhment, proportionable to 
their Guilt. 

But that every Man may be warned to have 
due Caution towards the Welfare of his own Soul, 
our Lord has declared, how little we ought to 
eſteem thoſe Things which are moſt precious to 
us in this World, when they become an Occaſion 
of leading us in Oppoſition to our everlaſting In- 
tereſt, by offending againſt the Word or the Com 
mandment of God ; to which Purpoſe he has ſaid, 
if thy Hand or thy Foot offend thee, cut it off, and caſt them 
from thee : It is better for thee to enter into Life, halt 
or maimed, rather than having two Hands or two 


G 2 Feet 
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Feet to be caſt into everlaſting Fire. And if thine 
Eye offend thee, pluck it out, and caſt it from thee ; 
it is better for thee to enter into Life with one Eye, 
rather than having two Eyes to be caſt into everlaſt+ 
ing Fire. 

It is eaſy to underſtand, from this Method of 
his Inſtruction, that no Temptation to Diſobedt- 
ence, be it ever ſo great, if it were even to the Va- 
lue of our right Hand or right Eye, can afford us 
an Equivalent for the Loſs we muſt ſuſtain by com- 
plying with it. 

To carry on his Argument, with reſpect to thoſe 
Offences which are given to enſnare the Souls of 
other Men, it follows, that as the Temptation to 
this Wickedneſs does ariſe from ſome View of gra- 
tifying our Pride or Self-conceit, in propagating 
falſe Opinions and heretical Doctrines, our Guilt, 
in this Inſtance, is the more inexcuſable, and will, 
accordingly, be puniſhed by greater Severity, in 
the Judgment of God, according to that Miſery 
they occaſion in the World. Wo unto that Man, by 
whom the Offence cometh. The Expreſſion is ſuch, 
as if it pointed at a particular Perſon, to ſuch a 
Man, who has been a notable Teacher or Leader 
in the Science of propagating Infidelity, of which 
there have been ſeveral, very eminent in different 
Ages of the World. ths 

What our Lord has ſaid in thoſe Words, is ſuffi- 
_ cient to alarm us to beware of creating Offences, in 
this Kind, to betray or ſeduce our Brethren, as the 
Diſpleaſure of Almighty God is threatened againſt 
ſuch Perſons, in a remarkable Expreſſion of Wo 
unto them. 


But 
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But although we are to conceive the Judgment 
of God upon them is reſerved unto a future State 
of their Miſery, yet there is alſo a Foundation to 
conjecture from Holy Scripture, that in this Life 
they are regarded by him more peculiarly as Ob- 
Jects of his Diſpleaſure, than any other Claſs of 
Sinners; for of them who ref the Truth, which 
they do moſt remarkably who are buſied in crea- 
ting Lies or Offences againſt it, as the Magicians 
withſtood Maſes by lying Miracles, we are told, 
that they are Men of corrupt Minds, Regyobate, con- 
cerning the Faith, or more exactly aceording to the 
original Expreſſion, they are Men corrupted and 
debaſed in their Underſtandings, unable to bear 
the Light of God's Truth, like baſe Metal which 
cannot abide the Trial of Purity; from whence 
the Expreſſion appears to be taken in the Words 
of the Prophet, Reprobate Silver ſball Men call them, 
becauſe the Lord hath rejected them. 

As our Recovery from any ſinful Courſe of 
Life, does intirely depend upon our Return to 
the Faith, the Condition of ſuch Perſons is moſt 
hopeleſs and deſperate, who are given over to a 
reprobate Mind, which is the ſame, as to be held 
in the Sight of God, Reprobate nn. the 
Faitb. 

From hence it may be accounted for in the 
Experience of Mankind, that they who have 
learned to reſiſt the Truth, and to attempt the 
Faith of them who believe in the Name of Crit, 
by publiſhing infidel or heretical Performances, 
they may be remarked as void of Ingenuity, and 
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incapable of confeſſing the Truth, though their 
Errors have been abundantly diſcuſſed and ex- 
poſed, by clear Evidence, and Conviction to other 
Men. 

Concerning the future State of the Miſery of 
ſuch Offenders, we need not enquire more par- 
ticularly, than as it may be concluded from the 
high Degree of their Guilt in the Judgment of 
God; ſo that when our Lord has ſaid, with reſpect 
to other Sinners who live wickedly in Oppoſition 
to the Faith, whoſoever falleth on this Stone, ſhall 
be broken, his Deſigns and Counſels ſhall certainly 
come to Ruin, whoſoever in his own private 
Practices, ſhall offend againſt it, though he has 
no evil Purpoſe, to undermine the Faith of other 
Men, he adds, but on ubomſorver it ſhall fall, it will 
grind him to Peder; he who reſiſts the Truth, and 
hath ſet himſelf in Oppoſition to the Word of 
God, by raiſing Offences againſt it, his Deſtructi- | 
on will be more remarkable and exemplary, that 
Stone hangs over his Head, which falling upon 
him, will conclude his State with endleſs Perdi- 
tion ofsSoul and Body. 


From what our bleſſed Lord has ſaid, concern- 
ing Offences, ' and the Obſervations that have 
been made upon his Words, we may properly be 
led to reflect upon the various Methods of Op- 
poſition which have been employed by the Enemy 
of our Faith, according to the Progreſs of divine 
Revelation, vouchſafed for the Recovery of Man- 
kind from his Snares. | 
In 


11 
In the firſt Ages of the World, the Oppoſition 
to Faith was made by Idolatry ariſing from the 
Imaginations of Men, being miſled to viſible Ob- 
jets of Worſhip, recommended by their Senſes, 


as capable of. promoting or preventing their Hap- 
pineſs in this Life; from whence aroſe. the Wor- 
ſhip of the heavenly Bodies or Planets, and of the 
Elements of the Earth. | 
After Abrabam was called upon to believe in 
the true God, who had revęaled himſelf to him, 
and was pleaſed to be known to his Poſterity, by 
the Name of the God of | Abraham, the God of 
'T/aac, and the God of Jachb, a new Species of 
Idolatry was introduced, by Images, made in the 
human Form, to repreſent the principal Anceſtors 
of a Family, or the Benefactors of a Nation; and 
and thus the Souls of departed Men were worſhip- 
pedi as Guardians: or Protectors of the. F amily or 
Nation to which they did belong. 

When the Laws of the ſpiritual Kingdom of 
God, or of the Kingdom of Heaven, were revealed 
by the Son of God to the World, and that Reli- 

gion was from thence forwatd to conſiſt in a 
ſpiritual Service recommended by the Practice of 
thoſe ſpiritual Graces or Virtues, which, make us 
acceptable in thè Sight of God; when we come 
to underſtand by the Goſpel, that Gog is 4 Spirit, 
and they that worſbip bim mul "warſhip him: in Spirit and 
in Truth; from hence forward, the Method of 
"Oppoſition to the Paith is varied, as the Service of 
God is varied, from the external Obſervances of 
the * Law, unto the Purity of the Chriſtian 
G 4 Worſhip, 
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Worſhip, in Spirit and in Truth; and as under the 
Law, the Oppoſition to it was made chiefly by 
the Worſhip of Idols in the human Form; fo 
likewiſe under the Goſpel which enlightened and 
Improved the Underſtandings of Men, the Cor- 
ruption of the Faith began with undue Reſpect, 
or Reverence paid to the Spiritual Powers or Abi- 
lities of Men, the Enemy from hence taking 
Advantage to detract from, or to diminiſh the 
Authority of the Word of God. 

So we find in one of the firſt Chriſtian cha 
planted by St. Paul, that he complains of this 
Matter in the firſt Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, Now I beſerch you Brethren, by the 
Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the 
fame Thing, and that there be no Drviſions among you, 
but that ye be perfectly joined*together in the ſame Mind 
and 4n the ſame Judgment, (an agreement which is 
now confidently ſaid to be impoſſible, and ſo no 
doubt it is, until the Offence derived from hu- 
man Authority be removed, of which the Apoſtle 
is complaining,) for it bath been declared unto me 
you my Brethren, that there are Contentions among you; 
and then he proceeds to ſhew how this was occa- 
ſioned, now this I ſay, that every one of you ſaith, I am 
of Paul, and / of Apollos, and 1 f ena and { 
of Chriſt. 

Here we ſee the Attempt was begun to ſet up 
other Names and Authorities, in Competition with 
the Authority of the Church of Chriſt : For fo 
much is intimated by the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, that 
—_ theſe firſt Converts to the Chriſtian Faith, 
p one 
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one ſaid I am of the Church of Paul, another Jam 
of the Church of Apollos, a third, I am of the 
Church of Cephas or Peter, and a fourth, I am of 
the Church of Chriſt, to which the Apoſtle re- 
plies, is Chrift divided? was Paul crucified for you ? 
or were you baptized in the Name of Paul? and if 
not, how comes it to paſs, that ye receive Inftruc- 
tion under any other Name or Authority, but in 
the Name, and by the Authority of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt. 

Then the Apoſtle proceels by a very long and 
ſtrict Courſe of Argument to ſhew, that the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of this World, in which he comprehends all 
human Learning of what Kind ſoever, was utter- 
ly inſufficient to conduct Men to the Knowledge 
of God; and therefore it pleaſed God, by a Me- 
thod of Inſtruction which appeared to the Wiſe 
Men of the Word, to be the Fooliſhneſs of Preach- 
ing, to ſave them that believe; for the natural Man, 
receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are Fooliſhneſs to him; neither can he know 
them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. By the na- 
tural Man he underſtands any Perſon the moſt 
accompliſhed in that Wiſdom, which may be de- 
rived from our own Experience and Obſervations 
made upon outward ſenſible Things, according to 
our natural Abilities of Reaſoning upon them : 
And as all the Knowledge we can acquire in this 
Method of human Learning, can never lead us ro 
know the Mind of God, in regard to what con- 
cerns our Salvation, no Man can have any Thing 
as of himſelf, to make his Authority of any Weight 

at all in the Church of Cr iſt: So that whereſo- 
ever 


1 90 J 
ever there are Contentions about Doctrines advanc- 
ed by one Teacher ſet up in Oppoſition to another, 
the Apoſtle's Argument takes place againſt them, 
ye are yet carnal, for whereas there is among you En- 
dying and Strife and Diviſions, are ye not carnal, 

and walk as Men ? for while one ſaith Tam of Paul, 
and another I am of Apollos, are je not carnal 9 who 
thenis Paul, and who is Apollos, but Minifters by 
1 whom ye believed ? who had nothing to add to your 
| Faith of their own Invention, but delivered to you 
only what they had received, even as the Lord gave 
to every Man, I have planted, Apollos watered, But 
Cod gave the Encreaſe. Now be that planteth and 
he that watereth are one. All the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel though diſtingujſhed by different Names 
of Pauland Apollos and Cephas, they are but one 
in reſpect to that Authority under which they 
Preach; they haye nothing to contribute of their 
own to it, therefore let a Man ſo account of us, 
"as of the Minifters of Chriſt his Servants to declare 
his Will only, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
1 God, diſpenſing and making known that hidden 
Wiſdom, which was a Myſtery from the Begin- 
ning of the World, until it was revealed to us by ä 
the Son of God. Moreover it is required in Stew- 
ards, that a Man be found faithful ; a good Stew- 
ard will diſtribute his Maſter's Goods according to 
his Commands, not giving any of his own Stock, 
or of any other Man's in Exchange, or inſtead of 
his Maſter's Property, but he will be faithful in 
his Maſter's Name to preſerve and diſpenſe what- 
ſpever is committed to his Charge, 
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That the Apoſtle's Argument might have the 
greateſt Weight, in diſcouraging and condemning 
an Appeal to any other Authority in Matters of 
Faith, but to the Word of God only; he puts the 
Caſe in the ſtrongeſt Light it can bear, by Suppo- 
ſition that his own Name, and the Name of Apollo 
are taken to give Authority to different Sects, And 
theſe Things, Brethren, I have in a Figure transferred to 
myſel , and to Apollos for your Sakes, that ye might learn 
in us not to think (of Men) above that which is written, 
that by this Inſtance you might learn, that even an 
Apoſtle of Ori, is not at all to be accounted of, 
as having any Authority of his own, for your Ad- 
vancement in ſpiritual Knowledge, above or be- 
yond what is written by Command, through Di- 
rection of the holy Spirit of God: Therefore, with 
Reſpect to other Names, and Authorities of dif- 
ferent Teachers, there is much more Reaſon, that 


no one of you be puffed up for one againſt another. 
From hence we diſcover the Source of thoſe Con- 


troverſies, that have diſturbed and diſtracted the 
Church of C; for we ſee how the Attempt began, 
and how quickly it was diſcerned by the Apoſtle in 
the Church of Cormrb, who has pointed out the Falla- 
cy that gave Birth to heretical and ſchiſmatical Doc- 
trines and Opinions, which have been privily 
brought into the Body of the Church of Chrift, by 
taking up Names and Authorities for Inſtruction, 
beyond, or above that which is ritten. 

But although our Reaſon improved to the utmoſt 
Perfection it has ever yet attained, in all the Parts 
of human Learning, is inſufficient to lead us to 


know the true God, and his Mind, in reſpect to 


Our 


! 


. 
our Duty to him, independantly of that Revela- 


tion he has been pleaſed to make of Himſelf and 


of his Will to us; yet the Concluſion does not 
follow, that we ſhould reſign or give up our Rea- 
ſon as of no Ule in Religion ; for when the Prin- 


Ciple of Faith is taken from divine Revelation, the 


moſt ſpacious Field of reaſoning is opened for the 
Abilities of the human Mind, improved and ex- 
erciſed in all Branches of human Literature, to be 
employed in bringing forth the Treaſures of divine 
Wiſdom from the Word of God; and in contem- 


plating his Works of Creation and Providence, by 


the Light whichis caſt upon them inthe holy Scrip- 
tures, from whence we ſhall be able by due Courſe 
of Argument to diſcover, that the Duties of our 
holy Religion, axe in the higheſt and moſt perfeR 
Senſe a reaſonable Service. | 

The Province which belongs to mere human 
Learning, can extend no farther than to the Con- 
cerns of this Life, by which Individuals, and whole 
Nations of Men, do exceedingly differ from one 
another in their Addreſs and Abilities for Action 


and Diſcourſe, in Management of their Affairs in 


this World, from whoſe Forms and Movements 
all human Arts and Sciences are derived; but when 
human Learning is taken into the Service of true 
Religion, it is not to dictate to our Underſtandings 
how we ought to live according to the Rules of the 
moral Philoſopher, or the Mathematician, but to 
give it's Aid in comparing Things ſpiritual with ſpiri- 
tual; through the Revelation made of them by the 
Prophets, by our Lord and his Apoſtles, and from 
thence to derive the Rules of our Duty, according 
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to that which is written, by divine Inſpiration: And 
as the World by Wiſdom knew not God; we muſt not 
allow that the NAME of GOD ſhould be taken as 
it is by the Deiſts,who claim a Right to it;as of their 
own Invention, independant of divine Revelation, 
from whence alone it is derived to them ; but their 
Gods muſt be as their Religion is, of their own 
making, and then of Courſe they would revert to 
the Religion of their Anceſtors, who worſhipped 
in Figures of Wood or Stone, the Gods of ths 
Heavens, and the Gods of the Earth. | 

So that after all their unwearied Attempts, and 
the Succeſs they have met with in propagating In- 
fidelity, upon due Exammation of their Arguments 
it will be found, they have not yet ſaid any Thing 
to their Purpoſe; either to diſprove the Religion of 


Chriſt, or to eſtabliſh their own Conceits in it's 


Place. 

By allowing our Adverſaries the Privilege to 
which they who diſclaim the holy Writings have 
no Title, but by our Conceſſion, which has been 
granted unawares, that they ſhould uſe the- holy 
Name of God Almighty, without adhering to his 
Word, as a perfect Comment upon his Works, 
and making the Scriptures our only Guide in Mat- 
ters of Faith; the human Underſtanding has been 
laid open to be practiſed upon by all Sorts of Em- 
piries in Religion, propoſing Remedies for the Diſ- 
eaſes of our Nature according to their own Ima- 
ginations; and teaching us to ſearch after Happi- 
neſs, by Inventions ſuitable to the Fancies and 
Weakneſſes of our preſent diſtempered Conſtitu- 
tion; by which Means the wiſeſt and moſt ſagacious 

| Men 
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Men of this World, may be readily betrayed into 
a Belief of the moſt groſs and palpable Abſurdi- 
ties; and to reſt their Hopes of Salvation, on the 
Blaſphemy and Fables of Mahomet ; or the daring 
Mockeries and Impoſtures of the Romyb Church. 
It is too well ſeen at preſent, what preſumptuous 
Abuſe the ſacred Truths of Religion have under- 
gone, by Means of this Licence; from whence it 
may be accounted for, that his holy Name, the 
Gift of God for our Salvation, which is not GIVEN 
by his WORKS, but by his WORD, is held in ſo 
little Reſpect and Reverence as we daily hear, either 
in the ordinary Diſcourſe, or in the ſolemn Affirma- 
tions made by it in the Mouths of infidel wicked 
Men; ſo that the Honour due to God, to his Houſe, - 
and to his Worſhip, and to the Day on which it 
ought to be moſt ſolemnly performed, is ſuperſeded 
at Will, without any Compunction in the Minds 
of Men, who now look upon themſelves as abun- 
dantly inſtructed by the Light of Nature, under the 
Aſſiſtance of their rational ſelf-ſufficient Teachers, 
to diſcern the Superſtition and Superfluity of all po- 
ſitive Inſtitutions, which have not their Sanction 
and Authority from their own Underſtandings. 
It is true, the Moraliſts or eiſts are not to be 
accuſed for want of Decency, in not having a Form 
of Godlineſs , for they are induſtrious to preſerve 
the outward Garb of it, by good Words, and 
fair Speeches, making high Pretences to focial and 
moral Virtues, and to recommend univerſal Bene- 
volence as a true Principle of Religion; by which 
we may be taught to underſtand, that our Happi- 
neſs does depend on our good Will to one another, 
manifeſted in performing the moral and ſocial Du- 
ties 


8 

ties reſpecting our Welfare in this Life; to which 
alſo we are obliged, as they ſay, by adue Atten- 
tion to the Dignity of our Nature, far exalted above 


the Level of all other Creatures of the Earth: But 


in diſcanting. upon theſe Principles, the beloved 
Topics of their Religion, they fall ſhort of the 
Truth; for the Chriſtian Religion does recom- 
mend brotherly Lowe, in the moſt exalted and per- 


fect Senſe 3 all that they would pro- 


feſs to inculcate by univerſal Benevolence: And it 
goes yet farther, by commanding us to add 7o bro- 
therly Kindneſs, Charity ,, that Charity to the Souls 
of our Brethren, of which our bleſſed Maſter gave 
us the Example, in his own Behaviour to his Fol- 
lowers, who were inſtructed, not to have their 


Expectations fixed on his Bounty or Benevolence 


in making worldly Proviſion for them, but by en- 
couraging and ſupporting their Faith in his Name 


he taught them to undergo- the Troubles which they 


and all other Chriſtians muſt expect to meet with 
in this preſent Life; ſo that when he bade farewel 
to his Diſciples at his Departure, it was in Words 
to that Effect, to enliven their Faith by Aſſurance 
of his Almighty Power for their Support, theſe 
Things I have ſpoken unto you, that in Me ye might have 
Peace, in the World ye ſhall have Tribulation, but be of 
good Cheer, I have overcome the World. | 

It is alſo very far from the true Deſign of 
the Chriſtian Religion, to debaſe or to degrade 
us from that Dignity of human Nature, of 
which it is capable, by due Regard and Ap- 
plication of thoſe Means which the Mercy of 
God has afforded, to exalt us from the fallen ag 


miſerable 
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miſerable Eſtate of wretched and ſinful Creatures; 
to become the Children of God, through Je/us 
Chrift our Lord, whoſe Words are left with us for 
that Purpoſe, that by living according to them, and 
following his Example, we may be received up 
from Earth, into his Kingdom in Heaven. 

But in order to attain this great Advancement of 
our Nature, our Minds muſt be ſuited to our pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, and we muſt not conceive we 
are already poſleſſed of that Dignity, to which we 
are now only capable of making diſtant Approach- 
es; ſince the utmoſt we can do at preſent to be aſ- 
ſured of it, is to endeavour patiently and faithfully 
to obey the Word of God; with Reverence and 
godly Fear; fo that if we may be accepted through 
our ſincere Repentance, and are taken into the Fa- 
vour of God, to be acknowledged as his Sons 
through the Merits of our holy and bleſſed Re- 
deemer, this Excellency and Honour will depend 
upon our Humility, and daily Applications to 
the Throne of God's Grace, to continue and Pre- 
ſerve us in it. 

This Phraſe of the Dignity of- human Nature, 
as it is found at preſent among the technical Terms 
of moralizing Enthufiaſts in, Religion, may well 
| ſerve as a Recommendation of their Diſcourſes ;. 
for every Man who reads them, may ſeize upon it 
for his own Uſe, ſince it's Meaning is not confined 
among them, by any particular Explanation : But 
altho* we allow of the exceeding great Dignity and 
Excellence of human Nature, as being related to 
the Son of God, who took our Nature upon him, 
that we ſbauld be fellow Heirs, and of the ſame Body; * 

Jet 
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yet we are by no Means warranted to ſay, this 
Dignity appertains to Men, who diſregard or de- 
ſpiſe that Relation, even denying the Lord that bought 
them; nor can we allow this mighty Privilege 
does belong to the Profane, and the Unbelievers, 
to the falſe and the raſh and common Swearers, 
to the Whoremongers, and Adulterers whom 
God will judge. This Excellency and Honour 
of human Nature, will not be beſtowed on the 
Covetous whom God abhorreth, upon. the proud 
and unthankful, and unmerciful Ones of the Earth, 
however diſtinguiſhed by worldly Acquiſitions, it 
will not be found with the Envious orUncharitable, 
or Railers or Drunkards, or among the Societies 
of Thieves or Gameſters; ſo that if theſe ſort of 
Perſons. believe they are poſſeſſed of univerſal Be- 
nevolence, and the Dignity of human Nature, they 
conceive themſelves intitled to ſomething,for which 
they are indebted to their own Imaginations, 
or to the Reaſonings of the Deiſts, their Teachers 
in Oppoſition to the Truth revealed, and fully de- 
clared in the Word of God. 
But howſoever the Truth may be oppoſed, and 
. the Word of God tried to the uttermoſt, we are 
» ſure, the Words of the Lord are pure Words, as Silver 
tried in a Furnace of Earth, purified ſeven Times; and 
that the greateſt Trials it can meet with, will not 
be able to ſhake the Foundation of that Church, 
for which we have his Promiſe, that the Gates Hell 
ſoall not prevail againſt it; thoſe Gates which have 
been laid wide open for the whole Hoſt of the 
Enemy! to paſs through ; from whence all Lies and 
Forgeries, 
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Forgeries, all Offences and Impoſtures have pro- 
ceeded, to oppoſe, corrupt and ſuppreſs the Faith g 
by numberleſs Inventions of falſe Gods, and Forma 
of idolatrous Worſhip, ſuitable to the Tempers and 
Complexions, and Imaginations of the different 
Nations of the Earth; by forged Miracles and lying 
Wonders; by falfe Apoſtles, and falſe Prophets, 
making falſe Repreſentations of the true God, and 
of the reaſonable Service which is due to him 
by depriving him of his Honour to give it to his 
Creatures worſhipped as Gods, protecting or inter- 
ceding for Mankind, as Angels or Saints, or Souls 
of departed Men; by Rage and Cruelty and Mur- 
ders, let looſe upon the Earth in Perſecutions, to 
ſupplant the Truth by Torture and Violence, and 
to eſtabliſh Error in its Place: by Antichriſt exalted 
into the Seat of God, as Head of his Church, 
holding out falſe Keys to Heaven; by the infernal 
Arts and Policies of the Fraternity uſurping the 
Holy Name of Je/us, to cover the Deſign, whenSatar 
himſelf is transformed into an Angel of Light ; by bold 
and blaſphemous Attempts to pervert the Word of 
God; by deceitful Mixtures of it, from the proud, 
impure, and abortive Conceits of ſelf-ſufficient En- 
thuſiaſts; by direct and violent Attacks upon the 
Authority of God's Word, to confound, or to reſolve 


jt into mere human Authority, and to ſet it at va- 


riance with itſelf : by Swarms of heretical and 
ſchiſmatical Diſputants in Sects, endeavouring to 
taint and render ſuſpicious the Creeds, Articles, 
Orders, and Liturgy of that Church, whoſe Eſta- 
bliſhment in theſe Kingdoms, is reſted upon 
the Warrant and Authority of holy Scripture ; 
— 7 
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by falſe Brethren, Scoffers, and Mockers, walking 
after their own Laſts, and calling in Queſtion the 
Promiſes of God; by Crouds of Deifts, Atbeifts, and 
| Libertines, with ſerious and ſolemn Lies, diſguiſed 
'M under Maſques of Charity, combating with the 
Truth, or by Raillery, and Wit and Humour, 
and Ridicule, attempting to baffle and amuſe, to 
miſlead, and to pervert the Underſtandings, and 
to ſtupify the wounded Conſciences, and to de- 
ſtroy the Souls of Men. 
To conclude, as we know, it muſt needs be, that 
Offences come, and from whence they ariſe, to what 
Purpoſe they are ſent abroad, and what Conſe- 
quences of Wo and Miſery they have produced 
in the World: it concerns us to lay hold on that 
Comfort which the Mercy of God has afforded to 
| ſupport us, under all the Difficulties and Diſ- 
treſſes, and the perplexed Appearances of Affairs 
in this Life, whether we conſider them in a pub- 
lick, or in a private Reſpect. | 
In the former View of them as concerning the 
great Movements, in ballancing of temporal Pow- 
er, among the ſeveral States and Kingdoms of the 
World, although at preſent, all the Earth is full of 
Darkneſs and cruel Habitations, yet for our Com- 
fort under theſe Conſiderations, we know the Lord 
is King, the Earth may be glad thereof, yea the Mul- 
titude of the Iſles may be glad thereof, for when it 
1] correſponds to the Purpoſes of his great Mercy to 
| Mankind in the Government of them, he ftilleth 
the raging of the Sea, and the Noiſe of bis Waves, 
and the Madneſs of the People. 
H 2 But 
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But if in reſpect to our private Condition we 
ſuffer by Injuries and Afflictions brought upon us 
by the Wickedneſs or Injuſtice of other Men, we 
know in our preſent corrupted State, no Man has 
Reaſon to expect he ſhould eſcape ſuch Trials and 
Temptations : And if Sickneſs or Old Age and In- 
firmities and worldly Croſſes bear hard upon us, 
our Faith will (till ſupport us under God's Grace, 
even without the Proſpect of preſent Relief, for we 
know the Time is ſhort, for the Faſhion of this 
World paſſeth away. 

Laſtly, when we appear in Defence of our Faith, 
violently aſſaulted by unbelieving wicked Men, 
who are guided by the ſubtil Enemy of their Souls 
to fulfil his Purpoſes ;. we are not intitled to bring 
a Railing Accuſation againſi them before the Lord, as 
if we ourftlves were innocent of giving any Of- 
fence, and had a Right to Triumph over them by 
the Strength and Soundneſs of our own Reaſon and 
Underſtandings ; neither muſt we betake ourſelves 
to thoſe Weapons of our own Invention, by which 


we are molt inclined to exert our Skill and Abilities 


in controverſial Combat: 


But as being aware that we ſhall ever be provok- 
ed by the Enemy, to enter the Liſts with him in 
that ſpacious Field of Reaſoning upon the Works 
of God independently of his Word, in which he 
has always continued to obtain his Triumphs over 
the Underſtandings of Men; it is our Duty to con- 
feſs our own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency, by apply- 
ing to the Fountain of Wiſdom and Truth in the 
Word of God, and ſeeking by his Grace from thence - 
only to derive the Weapons of our Spiritual 2 2 
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fare; as knowing that all Scripture is given by In- 


 ſpiration of God, and is profitable for. Doctrine, for 


Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righte- 
ouſneſs, that the Man of God may be perfect, thorough- 
ly furniſhed unto all good Works And in regard to 
any Scruples or Difficulties that may ariſe in his 
Mind, concerning the important Truths or Doc- 
trines of Religion, which may be denied or con- 
troverted- by unfaithful Men, he has yer farther 
an expreſs Promiſe of Aſſurance from our bleſſed 
Lord, who hath told us, if any Man will do his 
Will, he ſhall know of the Doctrine whether it be of 
God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf, if any Man will 
do the Will of God as declared in the moral Law 
and by the Prophets, he ſhall know of the peculi- 
ar Doctrine of the Goſpel, whether it be the Doc- 


trine of God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf as a 


Man, ſuch as the Ebionites, Arians, Socinians, 
or other like Hereticks would ſuppoſe me to be. 
In which Words we have a Condemnation of their 
Hereſies, as expreſs and particular, as might be 
conſiſtent with the Majeſty of divine Wiſdom and 
Knowledge to pronounce againſt them, and like- 
wiſe an Aſſurance, that every Man who means to 
do his Duty with with an honeſt Heart, ſhall have 
the Comfort alſo of being aſſiſted by the Grace of 
God, to remove the Offences that may be caſt in 
his Way, to hinder him from believing in the 
Name of Chriſt. 

As for thoſe who ſearch the Scriptures for the 
lake of Controverſy, without having an honeſt 
Heart and Mind to live according to the Truth, 
they have no Promiſe to aſſure them, that they 
will ever attain to the Knowledge of it. 
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But that no Man may be ſurpriſed, or unpre- 
pared for the Aſſaults of our ſpiritual Enemies, 
we have the whole Duty of a faithful Soldier and 


| Servant of Chriſt, ſummed up by the Apoſtle, 
who underſtood their Degr 


ees and their Num- | 
N bers and the Danger and the Subtilty of their 
nv Approaches, and is therefore very earneſt to pre- 
pare us in the beſt Manner to withſtand them, 
according to his Exhortation of the Brethren at 
Epheſus : Finally my Brethren, be firong in the Lord, 
and in the Power cf his Might, put on the whole 
Armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand againſt 
the Wiles of the Devil, for we wreſtle not againſt 
Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt 
Powers, uin the Rulers of the Darkneſs of 
this World, againſt Spiritual Wickedneſs in high 
Places; wherefore take unto you the whole Armour 
of God, that ye may be able to fland in the evil Day, 
and having done all to ftand ; ſtand therefore, haw- 
ing your Loins girt about with Truth, and having 
on the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, and your Feet ſhod 
with the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, above 
all taking the Shield of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be 
able to quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked; and 
take the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God. 

Praying always with all Prayer, aud Supplication 
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all Per. 
ſeverance, and Supplication for all Saints, to keep © 
them from | the evil One, and from the evil World, 
Auen. 
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